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‘Destroy Enemy’-- Eisenhower 








Soviel Troops Open 
Two Major Drives 
In Hungary, Latvia 


LONDON, Dec. 22 (AP)—Marshal 
Fedor Tolbukhin’s 3rd Ukrainian 
Army launched a major offensive 
against the back door of Budapest, 
as another Soviet force today fought 
grimly in snow for the communi- 
cations prize of Jucenec. 
(The Red Army 

winter offensive in 
onel Ernst von Hammer, Berlin 


its 


as begun 
Latvia, Col- 


radio commentator, to- 
day, according to the United 
Press. 


Von Hammer said that the 
Russians used 27 divisions in a 
22-mile front southwest and 
south of Saldus, 50 miles from 
Libau. The offensive began, he 
said, with a terrific artillery bar- 
rage lasting an hour and a half.] 
The scene of the fighting for 
Lucenec was 70 miles north-north- 
east of Budapest. It was danger- 
ously in the rear of the German 

grouping defending the Slovak 

strongholds of Kosice and Presov, 
farther east. 

At Rimavska Sobota, Marshal 
Rodion Malinovsky’s forces were 15 
miles northeast of Lucenec. The 
capture of Feledince placed them 
17 miles east of the strategic rail- 
road junction. 

While one Russlan army massed 
to take Lucenec, Tolbukhin’s 
troops, under long ribbons of silver 
bombers, reached for the vital sup- 
ply lines behind Budapest and 
drove vigorously against Szekesfe- 
hervar, German bastion 31 miles 
southwest of the capital. 

Russian forces smashed against 
the outer fortifications of Kosice 
as well, and Transocean, German 
hews agency, admitted that they 
repeatedly penetrated the Nazi 
lines south and northeast of this 
big communications hub in eastern 
Slovakia. 

Wedging deeper into southern 
Slovakia, Russian troops were 
within a dozen miles of the moun- 


(Continued on page 8) 


Home Front Girds 
For New Demands 


od 


WASHINGTON, Dec, 22 (AP)— 
The home front girded itself today 
for new war demands arising out 
of the German offensive in the 
west. 

Three possible developments as a 
result of the turn of events were 
seen: (1) Greater need for war ma- 
terials. (2) Further freezing of civ- 
ilian goods production. (3) Larger 
draft calls if casualties were high. 

Chairman J. A. Krug of the War 
Production Board announced that 
arms production must be based on 
the possibility of heavy fighting 
against the Germans throughout 
the next year or longer. 

_Krug told a press conference that, 
"if General Eisenhower had been 
able to break through the West 
Wall promptly, the equipment we 
had under procurement would have 
been sufficient. He hasn’t been 
able to, and it looks as if it may 
take quite a long time. We must 
get ready to fight the kind of war 
we have been fighting for the last 
two months for the next year, or as 
long as it takes.” 

Krug said it may be necessary. to 
re-equip General Courtney Hodges’ 
Ist Army, which has been taking 
the brunt of the Nazi offensive. 

Samuel W, Anderson, Vice Chair- 





Man of WPB, added that the freez- | Bohlan 


ing of civilian production, except 
Vitally needed items, probably would 
be prolonged. 
‘The present mili situation in 
Europe will come and hit us 
tween the eyes in various ways at 
Present unknown,” Anderson said. 
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Nazi Attack In West 
Narcotic, Soviets Say 





LONDON, Dec, 22—The Ger- 
man offensive in the west "is a 


g 
Hitlerite government to the Ger- 
man people to relieve the gloom 
hanging over Germany at Christ- 
mas,” the Moscow radio declared 


today. 
"The Germans usually prepare 
to sacrifice strategic consider- 


broadcast continued. "The pres- 
ent counteroffensive in the west 
is the offensive of desperation 
launched for political rather than 
for military reasons.” 





‘Russians Promise 


Great Winter Blow 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 22 (AP)— 
Russia has assured her Allies that 
@ powerful winter offensive is com- 
ing up, it was learned today. When 
it comes, informed sources said, it 
will disclose a new alignment of 
Red Army forces, spearheaded to- 
ward the heart of Germany. 

While it won’t have any immedi- 
ate effect on the distant western 
front where the American Ist 
Army’s main target is the German 
counteroffensive, a Red Army drive 
on the eastern front will hasten the 
eventual collapse of all German 
forces. 

Soviet sources said that the Rus- 
sian High Command has gone so 
far as to communicate to America 
and Britain the date for the start 
of its offensive. This could not be 
confirmed in American military 
quarters, but there is strong evi- 
dence that the Allies knew of and 
were counting on the new Rus- 
sian push. 

One such indication was Secre- 
tary of War Stimson’s press con- 
ference remark: "The German 
High Command must be prepared 
to meet the Russian winter offen- 
sive wherever it may strike.” 

Prime Minister Churchill told 
Commons last Friday: "I know 
nothing of their intentions, but 
speaking only of what is obvious 
to anyone who studies war maps, 
Russian armies will probably dur- 
ing the early part of next year 
traverse large areas of Poland.” 

* Either Churchill was covering up 
military knowledge he already pos- 
sessed, informed sources indicated, 


(Continued on page 8) 








Text Of Order Of The Day | 





The text of General Eisenhower’s Order of the Day ad- 
dressed to every member of the Allied Expeditionary Forces c 


the western front follows: 
The enemy 


is making the supreme effort to break out of 


the desperate plight into which you forced him by your brilliant 
victories of the fall and summer. 

He is fighting savagely to take back all you have won and 
he is using every treacherous trick to deceive and kill you. 

He is gambling everything, but already in this battle, your 
gallantry has done much to foil his plans. In face of your proven 
bravery and fortitude, he will completely fail. 

But we cannot be content with his mere repulse. By pushing 
out of his fixed defenses, the enemy may give us the chance to 
turn his great gamble into his worst defeat. 

So I call upon every man from all our Allies to rise now to 
new heights of courage, resolution and effort. Let everyone hold 
before him the single thought—to destroy the enemy on the 
ground, in the air, everywhere—destroy him. 

United in this determination and with unshakeable faith 
in the cause for which we fight, we will with God’s help, go 


forward to our greatest victory. 





GIs On Western Front Asking 
Where The Hell Is Yank V-2 





WITH THE AMERICAN 9TH ARMY IN GERMANY, Dec. 22 
(AP)—American GIs and officers, pounded by Hitler’s V weapons, 
are wondering when we are going to start tossing a few flying 


bombs back. 


"If we build better flying bombs, why in hell aren’t we using 
them,” is the way one GI put it, after reading a story in the Paris 
edition of The Stars and Stripes to the effect that the American 





”*doodle” is better than the Ger-+ 


mans’. 

The fighting men know that 
the German secret weapons are 
no toys and cannot be dismissed 
with a shrug. Arguments that the 
weapons are indiscriminate do not 
impress the men in the foxholes 
who might stop anything from a 
machine gun bullet to a 14-ton 
rocket. 

To them it is all a question of 
accuracy. The rifle is more accurate 
than artillery and artillery is more 
accurate than the flying bomb. All 
have their place. 

During recent weeks, American 
and British troops in rear areas 
have been attacked by V-ls and 
V-2s and the latest weapon--which 
has been likened to heavy artillery 
—is still Hitler’s number one on the 
hit parade, and American troops 
who hear it droning over their 
lines toward the rear areas would 
like very much to hear it going the 
other way. 

One of the main objectives of the 
American Air Forces is to choke 
Germany to death by paralyzing the 
Ruhr. As a result of the current 


(Continued on page 2) 





Stettinius Reveals New 
State Department Shift 


By Army News Service 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 22—Secre- 
tary of State Edward R. Stettinius, 
Jr., today announced his basic de- 
partmental reorganization which in- 
cludes for the first time an "as- 
sistant to the Secretary for White 
House liaison.” 

The creation of the t is ap- 
parently aimed at keep the de- 
partment more fully informed on 
White House policies at a time when 
the President will be called upon 
to handle personally more and more 
foreign problems. 

To the new Fam Stettinius a 

inted his lea expert on Soviet 

les E. Bohlan, forty- 
year-old foreign service officer. 
, President Roosevelt's trans- 
lator at the Teheran meeting wi 
Premier Stalin, quits as chief of the 
Eastern Affairs Division. 

Stettinius unveiled the promised 
reorganization chart at his press 
conference yesterday immediately 
after the new "team” of assistants 





were sworn into office by Supreme 
Court Judge Stanley Reed. Joseph 
C. Grew, new Under Secretary, took 
oath first and was followed by As- 
sistant Secretaries William L. Clay- 
ton, Nelson A. Rockefeller, James C. 
Dunn, and Archibald MacLeish—all 
confirmed by the Senate Tuesday 
after two weeks of hearings and 
debate. 

The only absentee was Brig. Gen. 
Julius C. Holmes, Deputy Chief of 
Staff to General Eisenhower, who 
is in charge of civil affairs in liber- 
ated countries and of military gov- 
ernment in Germany. He is com- 
pleting his work in Europe and will 
take oath upon his return. 

General outlines of the reorgani- 


th |zation had been revealed previously. 


There will be eight chief officers 
in the department directly under 
the Secretary and Under Secretary 
—six assistant secretaries, legal ad- 
viser Green Hackworth and Leo 





(Continued on page 2) 





B-29s Soar Across 
Nip Mainland Again 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 22—Saipan- 
based Super Fortresses, attacking 
in a "sizeable force,” estimated at 
up to 100, raided industrial targets 
on the main Japanese island of 
Honshu today, the War Depart- 
ment announced. 

Tokyo radio said that Nagoya, 
third largest city, was their main 
target and the big bombers were 
reported to have ranged over Shin- 
uoka, Aichi and Osaka prefectures. 

The radio added: "Heavy anti- 
aircraft fire as well as the body 
crashing tactics of our intercepting 
fighters are believed to have ac- 
counted for many enemy aircraft 
either brought down or heavily 
damaged.” 

Today’s Super Fortress attack was 
the third by B-29s against Japanese 
targets in three days, and the fifth 
in six days. The Manchurian air- 
craft center of Mukden was bombed 
yesterday, Tokyo was bombed Wed- 
nesday, Nagoya, Shanghai, Nanking 
and Kyushu island targets were hit 
Tuesday and Nagoya was the target 
last Sunday. 

CHUNGKING, Dec. 22—Chinese 
troops advanced today on the town 
of Hochih in northern Kwangsi 
Province, on the railway about 125 
miles southeast of Kweiyang. 


New British Call-Up May 
Put Sailors In Infantry 


LONDON, Dec. 22—In a special 
statement issued tonight at Num- 
ber 10 Downing Street, Prime Min- 
ister Winston Churchill announced 
that "in order to sustain” the 
fighting forces, Great Britain will 
have to call up 250,000 men over 
and above all previously estimated 
figures. 

These men will be called from 
civilian life, as well as from admin- 
istrative and other rear echelon 
units of both the Army and Navy, 
the statement said. This would 
mean an immediate transfer of 
British sailors into the army 
ground forces. 








Calls Upon Troops 
To Make Supreme 
Effort For Victory 


SHAEF, Dec. 22—As the seven- 
day-old Nazi counteroffensive 
rolled on today in Luxembourg 
and Belgium, General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, Supreme Allied 
Commander, issued an Order of 
the Day expressing confidence 
that the Nazi onslaught would 
be destroyed. 

"By rushing out of his fixed de- 
fenses, the enemy may give us the 
chance to turn his great gamble into 
his great defeat,” General Eisen- 
hower said. 

Meanwhile, only in the northern 
sector close to the U. S. 9th Army 
were Allied countermeasures having 
effect, according to the United 
Press. In the southern portion, the 
situation was given that vague de- 
scription of ’fluid,” which in effect 
meant that the U. S. lst Army had 
not yet been able to control Field 
Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt’s ar- 
mored and armored-infantry forces. 

An Associated Press dispatch 
from 2lst Army Group Headquar- 
ters said the deepest German pene- 
tration on the lst Army front has 
been 40 miles but the counter- 
offensive has lost a great deal of 
momentum in the last 48 hours. 

No specific details as to the prog- 
ress of the fighting were forth- 
coming today from SHAEF. 


The German News Agency, 
DNB, said that the town of St. 
Vith, five miles inside the Belgian 
frontier and far behind the firing 
line had now been “liberated” and 
that the American garrison had 
been taken prisoners. 

The size of the greatest battle 
yet fought by Allied troops on the 
western front was swelling as both 
sides threw into the struggle tens 
of thousands of men every few 
hours. 

The Associated Press declared 
that the initiative definitely was 
still in Field Marshal von Rund- 
stedt’s hand and that the "battle is 


(Continued on page 8) 


Canadian Columns 
Reach Senio River 


ADVANCED ALLIED FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 22—Fast- 
moving columns of Canadian infan- 
try and armor broke the back of 
German resistance west of the La- 
mone River yesterday in a power- 
ful attack that carried them to the 
east bank of the Senio River, 13 
miles north of Highway 9. 

Attacking westward from their 
Naviglio bridgehead, the Canadians 
crossed the Fosso Munio Canal on 
a 2,000-yard front, two miles west 
of Villanova. German tanks and 
infantry struck back viciously in 
an attempt to hold their all-impor- 
tant salient and throw the Cana- 
dians back over the water barrier. 

In the face of continuous cross- 
fire from enemy tanks, the Cana- 
dians threw a heavy smoke screen 
over the northern end of the bridge- 
head and established a tank cross- 
ing after fierce fighting. 

Weakened by their abortive coun- 
terattacks, the Krauts rapidly fell 
back before strong Allied armored 
elements, which hacked through the 
rapidly disintegrating German lines 
in a powerful thrust which carried 
them two and a half miles to the 
east bank of the Senio. 

The Germans were yesterday car- 
rying out a mass withdrawal to 
the west bank of the river, where 
the next important battle on the 
eastward approaches to Bologna 
undoubtedly be fought. 

These powerful operations, which 
swept north of Bagnacavallo, forced 


(Continued on page 8) 
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Ex-Duce’s 


Gets 30-Year Jolt 


Ex-Gal 





By Cpl. HOWARD TAUBMAN 
Staff Correspondent 

ROME, Dec. 22—Cornelia Tanzi, 36-year-old poetess and pal 
of Ii Duce, was found guilty this morning of giving aid to the Prance is 
enemy and was sentenced to 30 years imprisonment. 
The seven judges took one hour and forty minutes to arrive 
at a decision. They left the courtroom in the Palace of he for 

a secret session after the defense counsel finished his su 
up. When they returned to the chamber, they remained standing. 
The defendant took her place in the dock. Her delicate, 
pointed- chin seemed to stiffen, and her eyes stared straight = 





ahead. Every one in the court-+ 
room—lawyers, fteporters and 
the packed throng of spectators 
—stood and listened intently. 

Presiding Judge Luigi Misasi be- 
gan reading the verdict, rapidly 
and in a business-like tone. There 
was not the slightest touch of the- 
atricalism or drama in his voice; 
it was like the reading of a weather 
report. 

SEEMED TO WILT 

But as he pronounced the sen- 
tence of 30 years, a murmur ran 
through the crowd. La Tanzi, = 
had stood with hands clasped in 
prayer, seemed to wilt. She broke 
into sobs, and her hands covered 
her face. 

The two carabinieri who stood 
guard over the defendant in the 
dock ied her away. The j 
filed out. But the crowd lingered, 
arguing the sentence. One man, 
voicing the opinion of others, said, 
"Too much.” When asked why, he 
said simply, "Because.” 

If Cornelia Tanzi’s good looks 
and her sensational notoriety af- 
fected the crowd, it did not seem 
to disturb the judges. Nor did the 
rhetorical fireworks of her lawyer, 
Giacomo Primo Augenti, convince 
them that she was not guilty of 
tipping off the Germans to the 
hiding place of a number of Italian 
Patriot soldiers and of denouncing 
an anti-Fascist. 

Augenti put on a courtroom show 
that rang all the changes of pro- 
fessional oratory. A tall, hawk- 
nosed barrister, with spectacles 
that kept riding up and down the 
bridge of his nose, he used his 
hands as an extra pair of voices. 
He waved them; he pointed; he 
made delicate gestures; he pounded 
himself on the chest until it seemed 
that he would damage himself. 


PASSIONATE, COLD 


His vocal range began at a low 
rumble and skittered up to a high 
soprano. He was jionate and 
coldly analytical by turns. The 
crowd followed his discourse as if 
it were an opera or a movie thriller. 

He attacked the evidence. He 
implied that some of the artists 
who testified against Cornelia were 
envious of her poetic talent. -He 
apucens © to the judges to cast out 
of mind all juicy Pp. 

The defendant, Augenti cried, 
should not be judged on the basis 
of the gossip of artists. The gossi 
that she was Mussolini’s mistress, 
he said, gave rise to this trial. 

If you must judge her, Augenti 
pleaded with the court, judge her 
on her humanity as well as the 
proceeding. 

"Look at her face,” he said. "She 
could not have committed the sin.” 

After the court pronounced the 
venrs Augenti sald he would ap- 
peal, 











STETTINIUS 


(Continued from page 1) 





Pasvolsky, special assistant on inter- 
national organization and security. 
Here are some highlights of the 
reorganization plan: 
1. Tremendously increased em- 
phasis on problems of international] 
organization and security by the 


handle those affairs on an “assis- 
tant secretary level.” 

2. The appointment of Avra War- 
ren to be Director of-the Office of 
American Republic Affairs under 
Rockefeller. Warren was the Ameri- 
can envoy to Bolivia who recom- 
mended recognition of the new 
junta there earlier this year. Ob- 
servers are watching for some in- 
dication that his appointment might 
mean a changed policy toward Ar- 
gentina, 

3. Appointment of two 7+ — ad- 
visers to the secreta A 
policy matters—Isai 
geographer and president of been Johns 
Hopkins University, and Henry P. 
Fletcher, former chairman of the 
Republican National Committee 
and the Republican member of the 
Dumbarton Oaks delegation. 

4. Designation of Grew's former 
assistant in the office of Far East- 
ern Affairs, Joseph W. Ballentine, 
to be director of that office. 





plever power is available. Among 


he went to the United States where 
he taught at Columbia. He is now a 
creation of a new special section to/ director of the Rockefeller Institute, 
where he was accorded full scope 


LONDON 
official ie a of 


days off instead of one for work- 
ing on Christmas and threaten to 


spite the plea of the union 
to remain at their 


of routes totaling 174 miles and 
carry an 


1,250,000 passengers daily, while the 
ae hau! four million persons per 
day. 














CORNELIA TANZI 
. took the count... 


Blackout In Rome. 
To Remain In Force 


ROME, Dec. 22—There will be no 
lifting of the blackout in Rome 
on Christmas and New Year’s Eve, 
the Rome Allied Area Command 
announced today. 

In view of the curfew extension 
and the fact that His Holiness, Pope 
Pius XII is celebrating Mass at St. 
Peter’s at midnight, there will be 
a demand for increased transport 
facilities, and it was felt that pro- 
vision of additional tram service 
would be more important than 
street lighting. It was decided by 
RAAC officials that this service 
would be organized between 2230 
hours on Christmas Eve and 0300 
hours on Christmas Day. 

Military requirements and es- 
sentia! civilian needs, the statement 
added, must be met first with what- 





essential civilian needs are hospi- 
tals, power for pumping water, tele- 
phone exchange, tram service, and 
essential flour mills. 


Winner Of Nobel Prize 
Plans To Return To Italy 


ROME, Dec, 22 — Enrico Fermi, 
internationally known Italian phy- 
sicist, who won the Nobe] Prize in 
1938, plans to return to Italy 
shortly. A Jew, Fermi left Italy 
when Fascism n to ape the 
Nazis by starting racial persecu- 


The physicist and his wife ang 
two children went to Stockholm to 
receive his Nobel Prize, and they 
did not return to Italy. Instead, 





to conduct his experimentts. 


London Strike Threatens 
Christmas s Day Transport 


. 22 (UP)—An un- 
London's subway 
rs threatened to tie up trans- 
ports on Christmas Day. 
The workers are demanding two 


strike if they do not get them, de- 
leaders 
London subways cover a number 


average of more than 


drawling voice can carry 
impact. 


De Gaulle Sees U. S. 
As Leading Partner 
In Security Council 


, in a momentous 
eral Charles de 


ed to help form a 
world peace organization with the 
United States as the leading part- 
ner, yesterday approved the 20- 
year Franco-Soviet alliance. 
"France cannot conceive of vic- 
tory without a world security or- 
ganization, or without an alliance 
th London,” the President of the 
Provisional Government of France 
declared. "A real international or- 


Gaulle 


first rank if not the United States, 
whose efforts in the western war 
theater and in the ic are so 
enormous?” 


Georges Bidault, French Foreign 
Minister, who Lewy the debate on 
the alliance, stated that "we wish 
to deprive Germany of all possibili- 
ties of aggression 


“That is why we have to 
the cession Poland Silesia 
tion for 


Cologne. The factories of the Ruhr 
must not work for the Prussian war 
machine any more, but to repair all 
the damage which has been caused.” 
Referring to the Franco-Soviet 
alliance, the Foreign Minister said: 
"It is the beginning of a general 
federation, in which neither we, 
nor Russia want to initiate any- 
thing without Great Britain and the 
United . We do not wish to 
sever ourselves from Britain and 
the U. S., and this was expressly 
stated at Moscow.” 

At no time, Bidault said, did the 
Moscow negotiations envision any 
bloc in which Britain and America 
had no part. 

A Paris purge court, meanwhile, 
today found Georges Albertini, 
right-hand man to Vichy Minister 
Marcel Deat guilty of “intelligence 
with the enemy.” He was given the 
benefit of extenuating citcumstan- 
ces, however, and sentenced to five 
years penal servitude. 


Instigator Of Car Thefts 
Given Five-Year Term 


ROME, Dec., 22 — Giuseppe De 
Carolis, instigator of a series of car 
thefts, was convicted and sentenced 
to a five-year prison term yester- 
day by an Allied General Military 
Court. He was tried on charges of 
being implicated in stealing ean 
Allied Commission car. 

De Carolis, as the man who ar- 
ranged the theft, received the heav- 
jest sentence. The man who stole 
the car, Romolo De Daggis, got 
three years, and Mario Gentili, who 
bought it, got six months. 

The Allied court consisted of Maj. 
J. W. MacFaedyean of London, Capt. 
S. D. Gilreath of Lebanon, Tenn., 
and Lt. L. A. Sylvester of London. 
Lt. Louis A. Sabatino of Miami, 











No Meeting Planned 
Of Foreign Ministers 


LONDON, Dec. 22 (UP)—A 


British Foreign Office commen- 
mg reiterated today a statement 

that plans are being made for a 
Roosevelt-Churchill-Stalin meet- 


ted there will be 
a meeting of the heads of the gov- 
ernments but no formal plans are 
being made for a meeting of the 
fore: secretaries,” he said. 

He disclaimed knowledge of a 
reported for U. S. Secretary 
of State Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., 
to visit London. 

Nevertheless, both the London 
Times and the Daily Telegraph 
carried this report under a Wash- 
ington dateline today. 





Guerrilla Fighting 
Flares At Piraeus 





ition several hundred bn 
in d at the port of Piraeus, wh 
they landed last night with Soe 
and ground accordin: 
United Press 


Greek capital. 
Bri troops occupied the north- 
— of the harbor before dawn 


putting 

craft almost without opposition. 

A BBC correspondent reported 
from Athens today that no ELAS 
artillery had fired into British-held 
areas of the capital since 9 AM 
Thursday morning, when Lt. Gen. 
Ronald M. Scobie’s "cease fire or 
be bombarded” ultimatum expired. 
British troops continued to clear 
out ELAS snipers along the Athens- 
Phaleron road, as well as the direct 
road leading from the port of 
Piraeus to Athens. The latter, how- 


route, according to UP. 

There was little resistance along 
the Piraeus road, indicating that 
the ELAS command has now trans- 
ferred its main strength from 
southern Athens to the nortn of 
the city. Tactically, it was felt that 
the guerrillas must maintain a line 
of communications to the north, 
and while they seemed to be yield- 
ing some ground in southern 
Athens, they are still firmly en- 
trenched in the northern sector. 
According to reports from north- 
ern Greece, open fighting is threat- 


guerrillas and the htist EDES, 
commanded by Gen. Napoleon Zer- 
vas. ELAS troops cleared eight vil- 
lages of Zervas sympathizers and 
were said to be moving toward 
Bisiskis Ridge, a dominating height 
east of Yannina, seat of the head- 
of EDES, according to the 
United Press. 


About Time 


BUENOS AIRES, Dec, 22 — The 
Argentine Government today an- 
nounced that it had appointed a 
state delegate to contro] the ad- 
ministration of the Axis firm of 


to 
ever, is still not usable as a direct lines, raiding Cologne and Bonn 


last night after a daylight raid on 
Trier, 
ately be 

Nazis. 


casters 
omens and Bonn after dark fol- 





First Yank Planes 
Range Off Airstrips 
Built Upon Mindoro 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 22—Ameri-. 
can planes were a 


today Ri a week after at 
Douglas MacArthur’s 


came 
ashore. 
American and Australian en. 


gineers, setting a new record in 
speed of stretched air- 

u the coastal plain 
my | southwestern fringes of 
Min enlarged the cap- 


They 

tured airfield at San Jose. 
Manila and the vital airfields 
upon Luzon now are only within 
half an hour’s flying time of Min- 
doro- —_ Planes. General Mac- 
—— Arthur is oF position, too, to use 
~— and-hased protection against Japa- 
air raids upon his invasion 
shipping, which have been the en- 
emy’s only effective means of op- 
pean Mindoro s thus 

‘ar 


4... new Mindoro bases may also 
used to range the China Sea 


NDON, Dec. 22 ~ [Eee Mines to Che Toadies. 
amad te mia, today, with British 26th Oe en le on 1 and 
’ ve formed 
ee encountering stiff gos a junction in the corridor, 


the communique announced. Their 
advance elements—the 77th Divi- 
sion and the ist Cavalry Division— 
joined yesterday. The Japanese in 
this northwestern 4 of the is- 
land were figh scattered 
groups as they tried A. reach their 
only port, the minor one of Palom- 
pan. 


Triple Blow Dealt 
Nazi Supply Lines 


LONDON, Dec. 22 (AP)—RAF 





ay bombers dealt a triple blow 


Germans’ -front supply 


—— am ay depot immedi- 
counterattacking 


Two forces of Halifaxes and Lan- 
bombed freightyards at 


lowing the attack by RAF Lan- 


casters which probed their way 
over the ay ee y= front earlier in 
the day to 


url explosives on Trier. 
For the first time in two days 


bombers from Britain risked the 
bon enamel to — rf. 
ning ELAS | 2ttempting stem Field Marsha 
- bo break out between Gerd von Rundstedt’s powerful 
breakthrough. The Lancasters car- 
ried an estimated 1,800 tons of 


ape of Trier, 15 miles from 


Luxembourg border, returning 


without loss. 


Flying Fortresses and Liberators 


of the American 8th Air Force were 
again grounded. 








Gis IN WEST 


(Continued from page 1) 








Thyssen La Metal, according to 
Reuter’s. The Argentine announce- 
ment said that proof had been 
found that the firm paid 1,050,000 
pesos in commissions between 1937 





Fla., was the prosecutor. 


and 1943. 





U. S. General Declares 
He Is Not On Defensive 





A U. S. COMMAND POST NEAR 
MALMEDY, Dec. 22 (AP)—If the 
Germans ever bust through this 
defense line, they will have to ride 
right over one of the most belliger- 
ent generals in the American Army. 
And if he ever heard anyone sa: 
that he was bossing a "defense line,” 
he would skin him alive. When the 
Germans tried to take ———— 
of a heavy fog this morning and 
slice through the American posi- 
tions between Malmedy and Stave- 
lot to relieve a large panzer force 
trapped west of Stavelot, this gen- 
eral Fy. - right 
of his intelligence and operations 
staff, the field telephone 
leading to his foremost fighting 
men, and began giving 

And when this general gives com- 
mands, things begin to happen. He 
is chunky one powerful, and when 
he hollers. it is hard for listeners 
tc believe that his ordinarily slow, 


The general takes every forward 


step of a German anywhere along/g 


the American front as a persona] 





insult. 


Y jhad killed some dozens of Nazis, 


into the middle |them 





As for his own front—he 





simply won’t concede the Nazis are 
punching at him. His theory is 
that his job, so far as Germans are 
concerned, is: to kill them or drive 
them back to Berlin. 

When he had restored the situa- 
tion to normal—that is, his men 


destroyed five enemy-manned tanks 
and beaten away the rest of the 
attacking foree—he relaxed long 
enough to give his battle philosophy. 

"Well, they aren’t attacking me. 
T am ai them. It’s a de- 
fensive offensive. We aren’t just 
sitting on our fannies waiting for 


many place we can move forward, 


Say Sask 6 come ons, Stat... lomaeiay sae = 


Letter the flyi 
of 


ably are no better targets for 
bombs than the 
packed industrial centers 


ene half destructio: 
psychougical. 


of their 
stories from 
build 


German offensive, the Ruhr is cer- 
tainly no closer to the ground forces 
than it was three months ago and 
many more months of hard fighting 
are in prospect before it feels Allied 
guns At the same time winter 


bomb works, aud 


every part Ruhr is within 
range ot the flying bombs. Purtter- 
more, in all the world there prob- 


ying 
Germans’ jam- 


The value of the flying bomb is 
m and one nalf 


No factory can maintain full pro- 


duction when the workers’ ears are 
cocked to the drone of flying bombs 
ee and by day. There also is 


psyc cal factor that flying 


bomb attacks can be stepped up 
more and more, thereby introducing 
a new mental 
Allies 


because the 
have air force protection 
bases 


"T am getting tired reading these 
Ae States thot we 
better this or better that,” 


one battle-tired officer said. 4-4 

don’t do a damn bit of good 

ene Over here is where we want 
em.” 


Not For Zoo, Though 


NEW YORK, Dec. 22 (ANS)— 
Pass the mamma 


back 


llama, 1A king 
Pressed 


selling 
butchered at an 


psta 
cident had made it unsaleable to 
the zoo. 





the general’s mind. 
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Intimacies Of Chaplin, Joan 
Spilled All Over Courtroom 





LOS ANGELES, Dec. 22—A worried looking, 


don’t believe in it.” 


Auburn-haired Joan Berry, who faces the jury again today in the suit to have the 55-year- 
old silver-haired comedian declared the father of her 14-month-old Carol Ann, testified to four 
sexual intimacies with him. She declared she had "nec relations” with any other mansince meet- 


By Army News Service 


attractive girl of 24 who twisted-her hands 
and shifted about in the witness chair testified that Charlie Chaplin fathered her baby, but that 
when she implored him to give the child his name, he replied, "You know my views on marriage. I 





ing Chaplin in June, 1941. Sev: 
eral times she appeared on the 
verge of tears. 

"T asked him at least five times 
to marry me,” she said. "I told 
him I'll even divorce you after the 
baby is born if that’s the way you 
want it, but he said ‘I don’t want 
any part of anything like that.’” 

She said the comedian "jumped 
up” and exclaiméd, "I'd rather 
spend 20 years in jail and have my 
peace. I am a great artist. I've got 
to protect my soul. No woman is 
going to force me into marriage. 
Babies are biological mistakes. For 
all I know I might have a lot of 
other children running around and 
all of those women don’t want me 
to marry them.” 

Joan told the crowded courtroom 
that she once found her former 
drama tutor in the guest room of 
his Beverly Hills home with a nude 
young girl. "She was in bed and 
Charles was lying at the other side 
fiddling with.her foot.” 


IT STARTED IN 1942 


Joan said intimacies with Chap- 
lin—all in 1942—ocecurred the night 
of Dec. 10 after she had encountered 
him at a restaurant; Dec. 23 in his 
bedroom after she had broken into 
the house with a gun; the follow- 
ing morning in her room and Dec. 
30 when she was “partially” un- 
dressed 


~ + 

Joan asserted that when she in- 
formed him of her pregnancy— 
nearly five months later—he tol 
her ”T’ll do the right thing,” but he 
said "If you take any step like that 
(to bring suit) and cause me pub- 
licity I haven’t any choice: to pro- 
tect myself I'll spend my entire for- 
tune to blacken your name. I'll 
bring into it every man you've ever 
spoken to.” 

Joan’s lawyer asked her why she 
waited so long to tell Chaplin her 
condition. "Were you afraid he 
might ask you to get abortion?” in- 
quired 77-year-old Joseph Scott. 

hen sir, I knew he would,” Joan 


replied. 

She said Chaplin’s pet names for 
her were Hunchy and Baby. 

Joan testified in the absence of 
the screen veteran, who had told 
the jury earlier in the day that he 
was physically capable of begetting 
a child. (A daughter was born four 
and a half months ago to Chaplin’s 
wife Oona O'N 19-year-old 
daughter of playwright Eugene 
O'Neill.) 

When Joan informed him she was 
pregnant, Chaplin asserted, "I told 
her it was impossible that I was 
responsible, that I hadn’t seen her 
for almost.a year.” 


HOW THEY MET 


Detailing the tmtimacies, Joan 
said she encountered Chaplin in a 
restaurant the night of Dec. 10, 1942, 
and that she introduced her com- 
panion, Hans Ruesch. She_ said 
Chaplin told her, "I'll see you later” 
and that she knew “he wanted to 
See me that night.” She went to his 
home about 10:30 that night. 

"Was there an act of sexual in- 
er Scott asked. 

’ es.” 

On the night of Dec. 23, Joan con- 
tinued, she broke into Chaplin’s 
home by smashing glass in a door. 
She was a gun. 

"I went upstairs to his room,” 
She said. "He turned around and 
said "Hello, Joan, are you going to 
kill yourself?’ I said ‘no.’ He said 
’are you going to kill me?’ I said 
"no ,” 


"Did you tell him you were going 
to kill him at any time?” 
"No—never. I said I would stay 
that night. He told me to get un- 
dressed. He was gone about 45 min- 
utes. There were two beds in the 


& magazine. I put the gun on the 
table near the bed, Mr. Chaplin 
came back. He sat on the bed beside 
me. I had the top of some pajamas 
on. He made love to me.” 


CAROL ANN IS THE CAUSE 


Pert, 14-months-old Carol Ann Berry casts an unconcerned 

eye at the camera as the trial of the paternity suit in which 

her mother, Joan Berry, seeks to have comedian Charlie 
Chaplin named as her father. 








Wallace, FDR Talk 
Of Henry's Future? 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 22 (ANS) 
—President Roosevelt 
President Wallace conferred for 
more than two hours yesterday, 
presumably on the future status 
of the one-time Iowa farm boy 
who relinquishes his office on 
Ina tion Day, January 20. 

Wi left the White House by 
Private exit. His secretary said 
W. was not seeing reporters 
and had left word to. say he and 
the President discussed “every- 
thing under the sun with particu- 
lar emphasis on reforestation in 











Farmers Produce 
Heavy Yield In ‘44 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 22 (ANS)— 
The nations’ farmers have marked 
up another glowing year of war- 
time achievement, the Agriculture 
Department said yesterday in re- 
porting the 1944 crop output about 
equals the 1942 record. Over-all 
food production, including both 
crops and livestock, is expected to 
set an all-time high for the eighth 
successive year. Near record yield 
from near record acreage was also 
scored. 

"Farmers planted when they could 
and they kept on planting past the 
normal season until there seemed 
only half a chance of success,” the 
Crop Reporting Board said in its 
annual summary. 

Growing conditions were much 
less favorable than in 1942 with a 
season marked by drought last fall 
and excessive rain throughout the 
spring planting period. During the 
summer, states east of the line from 
Chicago to Dallas underwent a 
severe dry weather. Difficult man- 
power situation and lack of farming 
equipment added to production 
troubles. 

However, growing conditions in 
States west of the Chicago-Dallas 
line have rarely been better and 
production was "outstandingly 
heavy.” In the Eastern states, late 
crops made a remarkable recovery 
when the drought was broken. 
New progress in production meth- 
ods contributed to the record pro- 
duction established for several 
crops. Included were corn, which 
set a new high of three billion bush- 
els, and wheat, which passed the 
one billion bushel mark for the 
second time in history. 

Also establishing records were 





last night together. I still want you. 
Let’s go to bed. Let’s be together.’” 
"Did you have an act of sexual 
intercourse?” , 

"Yes.” 

"When did you see him again?” 
"December 30th. He was to pay 
me 25 dollars a week. I said I have 
come for my money, Charles. From 
now on I want to be on a financial, 
business basis.’” 

She said Chaplin offered to drive 
her home. 

"Was anything said on the way?” 
"Yes, in the car I said ’Charles, 
Ae gt E A ke 
do but I really cannot get alon 
with 25 dollars a week.’ He sai 
‘Joan, every once in a while you 
come up with Fascist ideas.’ I said, 
Charles, what if I told you I had 
no place to live.’ Just then we were 


t J 
,|South Pacific. 


passing the Beverly Hills jail and 
he said, "Well, there’s the jail.’” 

Joan said he stopped the car. She 
got out and he called her back but 
she did not return. 


HOLLYWOOD, Dec. 22 (ANS)— 
Mrs. Merna Brayton, one-time pro- 
tege of Charlie Chaplin, who made 
her debut in pictures as his lead- 
ing lady in the film, "The Circus,” 
15 years ago, died yesterday of a 
heart ailment just four days after 
her marriage to an Army sergeant. 

Known as Merna Kennedy on the 
screen, she was married Saturday 
in Las Vegas, Nev., to Sgt. Forrest 
Brayton, for whom she had waited 
hree years while he was in the 





Her last film role was in 1932 in 
"Lady with a Past.” In 1938 she 
recorded and filed her last will and 





testament on a sound film. 





NEW YORK, Dec. 22—A Federal 
Grand Jury, charging that output 
of the famous but highly secret 
Norden bombsight has been slowed 
down deliberately, fndicted two cor- 
porations, three civilians and a na- 
val officer yesterday in connection 
with the alleged conspiracy to se- 
y exclusive manufacture of the 
e. 
The indictments, which also 
charged a conspiracy to obstruct 
Navy supervision of the bombsight’s 
manufacture, named the company 
L. Norden, Inc., original 
manufacturers; the company’s 
president and vice-president, Theo- 
dore H. Bard and D. B. Marvelle; 


Corrigan, Osburne and Wells, Inc., 
industrial e eers; Robert H. 
Wells and Cmdr. John D. Corrigan. 


Carl L. Norden, elderly Nether- 
lander, who invented the intricate 
mechanism, was not affected by 
the Government action, it was em- 
asized Attorney General 

cis . Norden has retired 
from the bearing his 


ts, which followed 





"Did he request to?” 
"Yes. He said, Seon, we spent 


The indictments, 
an investigation begun dy the spe- 


inventor Of Norden Sight 
Not Involved In Charges 


By Army News Service 





cial Grand Jury last June, charged 
that the Norden Corporation delib- 
erately provided Remington-Rand, 
Inc., of Elmira, N. Y., subcontrac- 
tors for the vital unit, with incom- 
plete and inaccurate specifications 
in an effort to retain manufactur- 
ing control of the bombsight. 

A second indictment, directed 
— at the Co an, Osburne and 
Wells firm and at Cmdr. Corrigan 
and Wells, alleged that since 
March 10, 1942, the defendants "un- 
lawfully, feloniously, wilfully and 
knowingly” conspired to deprive the 
Gevernment of its right to "con- 
faithful, disinterested 
and unbiased judgment and deter- 
mination of action by the Navy 

mt and its officers free 

from corruption, partiality, im- 

pr influence, bias, ‘dishonesty 
fraud.” 

Wells, who with the other indi- 
vidual defendants is subject to a 
possible two-year imprisonment and 
10,000 dollar fine, if convicted, flatly 
denied any misconduct on the part 
of his tion, Cmdr. Corrigan 

He said they would be 


fruits, nuts, commercial vegetables 
and grain sorghum. While the out- 
put of tobacco, hay and forage have 
been exceeded only a few times, the 
production of potatoes and sweet 
potatoes is exnected to provide the 
usual per capita supply, but domes- 
tic output of beet and cane sugar 
still was below average. 


Probes Instifuted 
Into Lupe’s Potion 


BEVERLY HILLS, Dec. 22 (ANS) 
—Four separate investigations were 
instituted today into the origin of 
the sleeping potion with which Lupe 
Velez, Mexican screen actress, com- 
mitted suicide a week ago. 
Inquiries were started by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, the 
Federal Food and Drug Administra- 
tion, the sheriff's vice squad and 
police narcotic squad, after repre- 
sentatives conferred with Police 
Chief C. H. Anderson. 

Anderson said the labels on two 
bottles of sleeping tablets found in 
Lupe’s boudoir indicated the medi- 
cine probably came from Mexico. 
Miss Velez, four months preg- 
nant, was found dead last Thurs- 
day after she left a note naming 
Harald Raymond, Austrian-born ac- 
tor, as father of her unborn child. 
Funeral services for the actress will 
be held Friday, after which the 
body will be sent to Mexico City 
for burial. 


Ex-Senator 6. H. Moses 
Dies In New Hampshire 


CONCORD, N. H., Dec. 22 (ANS) 
—George Higgins Moses, 75, former 
U. 8. Senator from New Hampshire 
and widely - known Republican 
leader, died last night at his home. 
Once described as the most ex- 
citing man in American public life, 
he served three times in the Sen- 
ate. He, lost his seat in the Demo- 
cratic landslide of 1932. 

He had been ill in a Concord hos- 
pital for over a year and had re- 





or himself. 
"fully vindicated.” 


American Buyers 
Set New Spending 
Record This Year 


By Army News Service 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 22—Ameri- 
can consumers are ringing up a new 
spending record this year, the As- 
sociated Press reported today. 

The Department of Commerce 
has estimated that 97 billion dol- 
lars will have been spent for goods 
and services in 1944. That's six 
percent bigger than last year. It’s 
more than half again as big as the 
1939 spending which totaled 61 bil- 
lion dollars. 

Despite the war the Department 
said that enough civilian goods 
were produced in 1944 to satisfy 
most of the consumers’ wants. 
There were "some inconveniences 
but no hardships.” 

Rising prices accounted for some 
of the increased spending but not 
all. The actual quantity of goods 
and services bought this year has 
been somewhat larger than in 1943. 
Civilians spent two billion dollars 
more for food than they did last 
year even though prices averaged 
slightly less than in 1943. ° 

Consumers laid down nine per- 
cent more money for clothes than 
in 1943 but since there was a seven 
percent rise in prices, the quantity 
was little changed. As for durable 
goods, like furniture and autos, the 
quantity sold was ten percent less 
than last year. But consumers 
spent about the same for the coods 
because of price rises. Furniture, 
especially, became more expensive, 
said the Department. But even 
with higher prices, less money was 
spent for furniture 

It was increasingly harder to buy 
some items in 1944, such as radios 
and low-priced children’s clothing. 
Such items weren't being made or 
were produced in insufficient vol- 
ume, and stocks were getting low 
There were "temporary short- 
ages” in certain other items, like 
high-grade meats and cigarettes. 
Also, the "unprecedented Christmas 
buying of the last quarter of the 
year may seriously deplete stocks 
of many items such as men’s and 
women’s underwear, rayon hose and 
men's shirts.” 


King Winter Makes 
Debut In Fine Style 


NEW YORK, Dec. 22 (ANS)—The 
season’s coldest weather struck a 
wide section of the country yester- 
day as King Winter made his offi- 
cial entry. 

Subzero temperatures prevailed 
over the midwest states as a mass 
of cold air moved from Montana 
into the Texas Panhandle, Okla- 
homa, northern Arkansas, into 
Kentucky, and spread into Pennsyl- 
vania and New York. 
International Falls, Minn., on the 
Minnesota-Canada border, was the 
coldest spot, reporting 19 below, 
while Duluth the head of the 
Great Lakes shivered with 16 below. 
Subzero readings were general 
throughout Minnesota, the Dako- 
tas, northwest Wisconsin, the lower 
peninsula of Michigan and parts 
of Iowa. Subzero blasts will strike 
Illinois, Michigan and Indiana to- 
night, the weather bureau said. 
Zero to eight below was forecast 
in Chicago and northern Illinois 
tonight and zero to five below in 
northern Indiana. 

Forecasters said there probably 
would be a break in the cold wave 
Friday night and Saturday but 
colder weather was predicted for 
Sunday. 








Admiral King’s Flagship 
Hoists Five-Star Emblem 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 22 (ANS)— 
Admiral Ernest J. King, Comman- 
der in Chief of the U. S. Fleet, 
added a fifth star to his shoulder 
insignia today and officially ac- 
quired the new super rank "Fleet 
Admiral of the U. S. Navy.” He is 
one of three Navy men so ranked 
under the recently enacted law. 

Others are Chester W. Nimitz, 
Commander in Chief of the Pacific 
Fleet, who was sworn in as Fleet 
Admira! at Pearl Harbor Tuesday, 
and Admiral] William D, Leahy, 
the President’s personal Chief of 
Staff, who is yet to be sworn in. 
Soon after the oath was adminis- 
tered to King by Flag Secretary 
Captain Howard E. Orem, the five- 
star red flag was hoisted over the 
flagship, the converted yacht 
Dauntless, berthed at the Washing- 








turned to his home for the holidays. 


ton Navy Yard. 
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-- MAIL CALL--| 


A Christmas Gift 


Dear Editor: 

This is my first letter to The 
Stars and Stripes. I hope someone 
who reads this will be in a position 
to help give my buddies and me a 
Merry Christmas. We are in an ar- 
tillery outfit, at the front, with al- 
most a year and a half of front- 
line life. 

We had an Italian boy with us 
for over six months. Recently, he 
was wounded by a Jerry shell, and 
was sent back to an Italian hos- 
pital. I went to see him while in 
Florence on pass. When I saw my 
friend, I could hardly keep the 
tears from rolling down my cheeks. 
His bed clothes were dirty and 
smelly. There was no heat. The 
food could hardly keep a healthy 
man going. The medical facilities 
couldn’t be any worse. There wasn’t 
even sufficient bandages, or dope 
to relieve a man’s pain, nor any 
drugs to prevent infection. Some of 
the boys who have just come back 
from seeing him, say he is worse, 
and they think he may die. If some- 
one could help our friend, we would 
be forever grateful. I can’t see why 
we should lose him, and if we 
should, it would be the hardest pill 











Spirit 
Dear Editor: 

I think with Cpl. I. Arnie that 
any surplus food should be collected 
and given to the hungry Italian 
kids. I am sure that the many re- 
ligious orders and, parish priests 
would cooperate if a scheme were 
formulated officially. This would 
insure a fair distribution to the 
needy. 

There is an urgent need of offi- 
action—in behalf of Italian 





















by the degrading practice of tout- 
ing in the streets for prostitutes and 
brothels. In every town in which I 
have been stationed, this practice 
has gone on day and night. 

Why cannot the Italian Govern- 
ment cease their party squabbles 
and get going upon reopening the 
schools and establishing a more 
normal life and diet for these 
yooiers on whom the future of 

taly will depend? 

And why cannot the officers and 
men in the Allied forces stamp out 
such an evil racket by refusing to 
avail themselves of it? 

Pvt. C. B. Hunt, Jr., RAMC 





H we boys have ever had to swallow, 
Ra ! nproofs losing a very beloved friend, because | 
Dear Editor: of a regulation that prevents his 


We found out on the nights of the |enti into an American hospital. 
terrific downpours which caused|While I’m writing, I might add 
the much talked about floods, that |some responsible person should look 
the new field jacket (or combat jat the condition in this hospital, 
gam is actually waterproof. jand see the sufferings of these poor 

erefore, why not make trousers |people. I can’t see how they could 
of the same material as that of the |help but do all in their power to 
new jackets? help them. I didn’t believe such 

They would not only be water- |conditions could exist in these days. 
proof but warm as well. I’m sure |I know the world is in quite a mess, 
men in “sunny” Italy, especially |but hospitals should at least have 
those men on the lines, would really — medical facilities and 


appreciate them even more i 
If anyone can help our friend, 


th appreciated the 
his name is Marito Benvenuto and 
the hospital is on Via Giuseppe 
Giusti in Florence. 
—Pfc. Bert Conway 
Pvt. Jack O. Mobby 


clumsy coats which have been 

issued for many years without a Pvt. William H. Baxter 

change or improvement. This would, Cpl. Claude L. Crum 

T believe, mabe a@ good snug combat Pvt. James A. Cartwright 

uniform. Pvt. Daniel J. Larkins 
—Set. L. J. Dukas Pfc. Daniel A. Wysocki 





Puptent Poets 


Christmas, 1944 


There shall be snow 

And, over it, stars scintillating in 
winter’s sky— 

And one star—that great star which 
the wise men followed on that 
fargone night— 

That one star reminding warring 
Christian man though he fight 
and die on foreign soil 

The Christ that died for him still 
lives and calls him to eternal life 

By his side. 





This Christmas 
Oh, that men would praise the Lord 
this Christmas: 


oo, a His great name be glori- 

Keep away the holly, trees, and 
thoughtless laughter, 

If aa make me forget the fact He 


My tree this year will be the cross 
of Calvary— 

Could any tree bring us more peace 
and joy? 


I want to see that scene again, of 
Calvary’s mountain, 

And know His death did there my 
guilt destroy. 


I would this year lay gifts before 
the Christ child, 
Of faith, and love, and hope and 


There shall be snow and stars— 

And candles burning in windows 
where service flags display so 
clearly yet so humbly and unpre- 
tentiously the heart—the aching 
heart of parenthood— 

Flags which mean that worried 


fortitude: mother and dry eyed, quiet father 
Ah no, no less than all of me will] have watched their son or sons go 
be sufficient— to join battle with the Anti- 


Myself I give for loving servitude.| Christ, the foe— 


—Set. C. R. Johson 


Medics 
In regard to combat pay, 
He can —~ i iw his own way; 
Why begrudge the men who face 
the lead? 


If the truth were really known, 

I've a hunch we could be shown 

Very many heros among his dead. 
—Pvt. Virgil 3. Pickard 


Candles ... 

As in a great cathedral 

Burning .. . signifying that those 
who have gone to join the unfor- 
gotten martyrs of past went 
with the blessings of their loved 
ones . .. that they shall find their 
immortality in Him... 

That those of us who are left are 
each and every one entrusted to 
His care, 


-Lt. John V. Peterson 








TH 
“1942, back in North Af- 
rica, it was not unexpected nor par- 
ticularly unwelcome. 

At Christmas, 1943, south of Cas- 
me, S see ee Se > 
your package but you laug te) 
because tha, home folks just didn’t 
know any better, you said. 

This Christmas, 1944, south of 
Bologna, you made darn sure the 
folks and friends wouldn’t send you 


any. 

Yet } ad be proverties "bad 
penny” it turned up again, all wrap- 
ped in a fancy tin and tissue paper. 
Yes, pork luncheon meat has in- 
filtrated into St. Nick’s sack, despite 
all those carefully administered 
words of discouragement slipped the 
folks last September when the 
wrote and asked what you wanted. 

Furthermore, it was not alone, 
this meat, luncheon, pork, M-1. 
With it came GI enemy number two, 
vienna sausage. Gad what a repast 
—for Italian orphans on Christ- 
mas Day. 


Man.Who Got One... 


For those who were lucky enough 
to escape and are therefore skepti- 
cal, I refer them to S-Sgt. W: m 
Morning of Hanover, Pa., who to 
my knowledge received as cute a 
can of spam as you would’ never 
care to see, and to Capt. John Hoff- 
man of Dixon, Ill., who in my pres- 
ence undid as seductive a bit of 
vienna sausage as you’d ever care to 
run from. 

Hundreds of others have com- 
plained of the same surprises but 
perhaps some of them were just 


However, such stout hearted men 
as T-4 Carl J. Skotarczak of Sche- 


4. 








nectady, N. Y., T-5 Michael W. Boos 
of New Orleans, La., and T-4 Joseph 
F. Summa of Naugatuck, Conn., are 
willing to swear to the receipt of 
such items. In fact they are willing 
to swear. 

Talcum powder, sour balls, V-Mail 
and toilet paper also have joined 
many @ man overseas, coming under 
"don’t open until Christmas” orders, 
which, of course, stop no one. 


Diabolical Plan... 


Some of the more mischievous re- 
cipients of these dietary booby traps 
have — rewrap! the choice 
items and forwarded them to their 
favorite Ist Sergeants. Cooks blessed 
with the gifts have added them to 
the daily menu items of the same 
name without fear of discovery, 
since the stuff tastes no different 
out of a six-ounce can than it does 
from a No. 10 tin. 

On the credit side of the -- 4 
most GIs admit that their fo 
and friends are learning. The trend 
toward cigars, fruit cakes and real 
honest-to-goodness chocolates, the 
kind with cherries in them, has be- 
come more pronounced. The flow 
of fancy dainties and socks 
fallen off in 1944 packages, the 
men say with relief. A few proudly 
boast of receiving packages that 
gurgle. 

Ah, maybe next year, Christmas 
will be all gurgles and no can 
openers. 

—Sgt. JACK FOISIE 


Fuel Shortage Denudes 
Latin Quarter Of Paris 


PARIS, Dec. 22 (UP) — The 
present fuel shortage in Paris is 
cramping the style of the Latin 
— world center of the nudist 


The gals, who formerly used to 
"a la nature,” now refuse to 
doff their clothes in the icy garrets. 
blo Picasso, foremost modern- 

ist painter, is affected like the rest 
so the French Government offered 
to send him a special carload of 
Picasso replied: “I don’t want to 

e rest. 








be different from th \ 
"No coal... no nudes.” 








has miles in the 


By Mauldin 
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"Know any good Moslem prayers? I don’t wanna miss any bets.” 


Beaten Japs Straggling 
Out Of N. Burma Jungles 


Chinese divisions are heading south, 
The Yanks are with one of them. 
These divisions, the*22nd and 38th, 
struck due south from the Myitky- 
ina region this fall about the same 
time as the 36th, fighting about 
parallel to the Myitkyina-Mandalay 
rail line. 

The 38th laid- slege to Bhamo 
after driving along the Irrawaddy 
River, some 130 miles below My- 
itkyina. That siege lasted 28 days 
and this week they took Bhamo, 
The 22nd, meanwhile, kept moving 
south from Bhamo and was 60 miles 
below it late this week, heading 
toward Mandalay at a terrific pace. 
The Men From Mars were mostly 
with that division. 

BHAMO THE TOWN 

Bhamo is the closest Burma town 
to the Salween River fighting in 
west China. The 38th now is with- 
in 35 miles of the old Burma Road 
and 65 miles of other Chinese fight- 
ing along the Road in China. 








Allied troops have been winning 
great victories in northern Burma 
in recent days, their greatest of 
the war in that region. Across the 
whole width of that battlefront, 
fought in jungles and swamps, they 
have sent the Japanese straggling 
backwards in full retreat toward 
Mandalay and the south. All north 
Burma and the Burma-Ledo over- 
land route to China have virtually 
been cleared. 

The report came out a few days 
ago that American troops—the Men 
From Mars—were participating in 
these victories. The Burma front, 
too, has a link with the Mediterran- 
ean Theater, because a number of 
air corps units of the bridgebusting 
10th AAF, blasting Japanese com- 
munication lines north from Man- 
dalay, once operated in the Medi- 
terranean. Then, too, the former 
8th Army commander, General Sir 
Oliver Leese, commands part of the 
Burma fighting. 

Allied troops are penetrating the 
—_— Onn field amie tes bem Zenk tro with the Chinese 
in northeast Burma, another in the ca 2 ane Som rom 
northwest, while a distinct battle- to Mandalay. They 
ground in itself has been along the/are 120 miles north of it. Their 
far northwestern coast near Buthi-|commander, Col. John Easterbrook 
daung. All, however, are headed|i; General Joseph Stilwell’s son-in- 
generally toward Mandalay, andoneliaw These Men Mars 
prong from the northwest fighting 
moved eastward 200 miles, and 
linked this week with a prong driv- 
oJ south from the northeast fight- 


g. 

The northeast Burma battle has 
been centered along the ee 
Mandalay railway and e Irra- 
waddy River, which nearly parallels 
it. More than half the rail line has 
been cleared of Japs. 


ADVANCE 200 MILES 

The British 36th Division striking 
south from the Myitkyina region 
moved along the way about 200 

Ps four weeks. It took 

many vital little towns, the last of 
which were Katha and Indaw. 

Near Indaw only a few days ago, 
this 36th met troo 
14th Army, who 
east from eir 
around Kalemyod in northwest Bur- 
ma. They headed east after a long 
drive some 200 miles south from 
Imphal in India. A few days ago 
they crossed the Chindwin River 
on one of the world’s largest Bailey 
bridges and went 200 miles east and 
met the 36th. That meeting sealed 
off a vast area in northern Burma. 
Where the 36th and 14th Army 
met was about 170 miles due north 
of Mandalay. Already their com-/jflaged by so-called neutrality. 
bined forces are some 40 miles} "Not only did tina help 
south, further down the Myitkyina- | Fascist and Spain by 
Mandalay railroad line. every means,” Izvestia said, “but 

Other units of the 14th, insteadjeven now she opens her door t0 
of striking east, continued due|Hitlerite robbers. In spite of ner 
south. From the point—near Ka-|/formal promise not to shelter wat 
lemyo—where they separated from |criminals, materials and men which 
the 14th units that went east, this|/form the skeleton of a new German 
southward-moving prong has ad-/war machine are reaching Arsen- 
vanced 60 miles and is now 125/tina via : 
miles west of Mandalay. "Using ‘neutrality’ and evel 

Meanwhile, also to the north of as color, 









































praise 
defenses, which he called some of 
the strongest in Burma. 


ese tank 
roared past. Coming too late for 
the Bhamo fighting it reached the 
town after a grueling 100 mile run 
down the Ledo Road through moun- 
tains and rivers. Passing the gen- 
eral, the tanks headed south down 
the Road To Mandalay. 

—Sgt. JOE BAILY 


Izvestia Hits Argentina 
For Pro-Fascist Leaning 


MOSCOW, Dec. 22—The foreign 
policy of Argentina was attacked 
yesterday by Izvestia, Soviet Gov- 
paper. Argentina’s true 
policy, the article said, is camou- 





the Mandalay region, a bit east of 
where the 36th and 14th met, twoldemocracy and 
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Soldiers, Sailors World Over | 
Will Play St. Nick To Natives 


NO BLACKOUT HERE 


ROME, Dec. 22—Christmas this 
year to Allied service men and 
women is a four leéter word: Kids. 

Santa Claus, decked out in his 
muddy combat jacket and tight- 
laced Navy blues, has remembered 
the bambini of Italy and all the 
kids in the Mediterranean Theater. 
Allied soldiers and sailors loaded 
down with packages from home, 
accumulated rations and dozens of 
good cheer messages from their poli- 
tical leaders, are celebrating their 
holiday in a great spirit of gener- 
osity. 

Secretary of War Henry L. Stim- 
son expressed the "admiration of a 
grateful nation for your courage 
and fortitude.” He added: 

"This year, because of you, the 
meaning of Christmas has been 
restored to persons of liberated 
areas whom you have rescued from 
the oppression and misery engen- 
dered by a savage foe.” 


James V. 
the efforts of the armed forces have 
brought us all nearer to the day 
of victory, and the day would soon 
come when we would again know 
"peace on earth.” 


MARSHALL’S MESSAGE 

The message orf General George 
C. Marshall, U. S. Chief of Staff, 
voiced the gratitude of the nation 
for "the victories of recent months, 
for the magnificent work and sacri- 
fices of the men in the field.” 

And Admiral Ernest J. King, 
Commander of the U. 8. Navy, said 
that the men had fulfilled every 
expectation, but that we must be 
"realistic about the future.” He 
declared that if Christmas is not 
celebrated in peace next year, he is 
"confident that you will continue 
your efforts to achieve a complete 
victory as early as may be.” 

But long before these well wishes 
poured in from the leaders, the 
service men had decided to make 
the kids "kings for a day.” 

Practically every Allied military 
unit from the front lines in the 
north to the extreme south of Italy, 
will share their Christmas gifts 
with hundreds of thousands of Ital- 
ian children. There will be Christ- 
mas trees, Christmas decorations 
and presents, GI Santas and lots 
of solid Christmas spirit. 

Nobody can steal the show on the 
Navy. More than 30,000 children 
on the Italian mainland, in Sicily 
and Corsica, and in southern 
France and North Africa, all or- 
phaned by the ravages of war, will 
thrill to the sight of Santa Claus 
with his bag of toys and candy as a 
result of the vast Christmas pro- 
gram now being carried through by 
officers and men of the U, 8. Navy 
under the command of Vice Admiral 
H. Kent Hewitt. 

Every ship and shore station will 
pipe the kids aboard and treat 
them like admirals. The least any 
kid will receive is a toy, candy, soap, 
cakes and cookies. addition, 
quantities of children’s clothing 
which have been made in convents 
from worn-out dungarees and other 
clothing, will be distributed. 


NAVY CONTRIBUTES 


Every bluejacket in the U. S. 8th 
Fleet has made some contribution. 
Seabees in their spare time made 
15,000 toys from salvaged material. 
And a substantial dollar fund was 
raised from which toys were bought 
and shipped here from the States. 

The 12th and 15th Air Forces, 
ever alert to do anything for the 
poor, has turned every airdrome into 
a home-like Christmas atmosphere. 
Spruce trees have been flown in 
from wooded sections of Italy. Plexi- 
glass ornaments will dangle from 
the trees. The Luftwaffe, you see, 
unwittingly contributed its de- 
stroyed planes to the kids’ Christ- 
mas 


Sgt. David Epps of Portland, Ore., 
has organized a party for Yugoslav 
orphans stationed near an airfield 
in southern Italy. At another func- 
tion, Sgt. John Ruzza of Herminime, 
Pa., will climb out of a plane (no 
reindeers were available at the Serv- 
ice Command) and play Santa to 
hundreds of bambini. 

At another 15th Air Force base, 
Maj. Perry Patton of Berkely, Calif., 
has devised a system for the 300 
Christmas presents contributed by 
airmen and contributions from the 
United States. Red ribbons will en- 
close the girls’ packages; blue will 


be for the azzi. 
The choral group of the 12th Air 
Force (Wacs and GIs) will sing 


tmas carols at the dedication 
of the 12th’s radio station. They'll 
be on the air from 1:00 te 1:30 PM 











Fifth Army troops moving up Highway 65 to the front not 





so many miles ahead pass this 75-foot tree complete with 
colored lights. It was erected by Special Service. 


(APS Photo by Lacey) 














President Sends His 
Christmas Greetings 





Signalizing the holiday season 
was a message from President 
Roosevelt to the Yanks the world 
over. The President said: 

”On behalf of a grateful nation, 
I send to the men and women of 
our armed forces everywhere 
warm and confident good wishes 
this fourth Christmas of war. On 
this day we remember you with 
pride and humility, with anguish 
and with joy. We shall keep on 
remembering you all the days of 
our lives. It is therefore with 
solemn pride that I salute those 
who stand in the forefront of the 
struggle to bring back to a suffer- 
ing world the way of life symbol- 
ized by the spirit of Christmas.” 








Saturday and 1:30 PM on Sunday 
at 1380 kilocycles. 

Throughout Italy, the ground 
forces will devote their efforts to 
the tots. Five hundred children will 
be feted at the Allied Officers Club 
in Florence, while another 5,000 
children will be fed and entertained 
in Florentine schools. 

Thousands of orphaned, sick and 
crippled and other needy children 
in the Province of Leghorn will be 
reminded that they’re as good as 
anyone else by AMG. the PT Naval 
Base and every PBS unit. On Satur- 
day, Jan. 6, the Feast of Epiphany, 
AMG will sponsor a party for 1,200 
orphans. The American and Italian 
Red Cross, and local citizens, have 
all pitched in to make a terrific 
fiesta for the kids. 

In Naples and in Rome, hundreds 
of units will give Christmas parties 
for the unfortunates. The highlight 
of Christmas in Italy will be the 
Midnight Mass at St. Peter’s on 
Christmas Eve. 

Pope Pius XII himself will cele- 
brate at the Papal altar in the 
Basilica, the second time in cen- 
turies that Midnight Mass is being 
observed in St. Peter’s, and the first 
time it is being held in the Basilica. 
Every other Midnight Mass ~ has 
been said in the Church of St. Mary 
Maggiore, but the Pope is setting a 
history-making precedent this year. 

At 11:45 PM the entrance of His 
Holiness will be proclaimed by the 
sounding of silver trumpets. From 
then on, the service will be broad- 
cast to the world over the Vatican 
radio. The Swiss Guards will sing 
"Silent Night” in German. 


Exhibit Stays Open 

ROME, Dec. 22—The exhibition 
of European art masterpieces in 
the Palazzo Venezia will be open 
to the public on Christmas Day 
from 9 AM to 1 PM. Admission to 
the exhibition, which will close 
Dec. 31, will be free on Christmas 
Day. Many of the masterpieces will 
be exhibited later in the Galleria 
Borghese, which will open some- 
time in January. 





Florence Now Has 
Natural Gas Service 


By A Staff Correspondent 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Dec. 22 
—The first commercial gas service 
in liberated Italy is now operating 
in Florence as a result of months 
of work by engineers of the Societe 
Idrocarburi Nazionali in coopera- 
tion with AMG, 5th Army. 

Over a thousand cubic meters of 
Matano, a purified natural gas, was 
piped into kitchens of Florence hos- 
pitals when the system re-opened. 

Last operated in July, the 50 kilo- 
meter-long pipe line to natural gas 
fields north of Florence, was broken 
in 25 places by the Germans and 
two mine fields were laid around 
other key points in the line. 

The new gas service, as it is in- 
creased, is expected to relieve pres- 
sure on the "critical coal and wood 
supply,” according to the 5th Army 
release. 





Two Rumanian Ships 
Finally Quit Turkey 


ISTANBUL, Dec. 22 (AP) — 
After three years and five months 
of swinging anchor midstream 
between Istanbul and the Bos- 
porus Harbor, Rumania’s two 
5,000 ton luxury liners, "Bessar- 
abie” and Transylvania,” today 
went home. 

The two ships, which before 
the war stopped regularly at Is- 
tanbul, hastened into the Bos- 
porus just before the Germans 
end the Rumanians attacked 
Russia in 1940. 

Under German pressure, the 
Rumanians made several at- 
tempts to get the ships past the 
constant Soviet submarine patrols 
just off the Bosporus, but were 
turned back. 

The Turks eventually halted 
the German-inspired attempts to 
get the ships into the Black Sea. 


Little Food In Paris | 
For Christmas Day 


PARIS, Dec. 22 (UP)—Toy models 
of American jeeps will take the 
place of a square meal in many 
Paris homes on Christmas day. 

On the first Christmas since the 
liberation, playthings are more easy 
to obtain than food and the jeep 
is the best selling novelty of the 
season. Turkeys can only be found 
on the black market at 40 dollars 
each, Butter is six dollars a pound. 
Pastry shops have a special Gov- 
ernment permission to bake cakes 
for the holiday but no sugar with 
which to make them. 

Parisians with country relatives 
are bringing in by train baby car- 
riages filled with provisions, but 
the average family has cancelled 
the plans for the traditional "re- 
veillon”’—the midnight feast after 
the mass on Christmas eve. 

Yet a women customer in a gro- 
cery store said, as she bought her 
monthly ration of one quarter 
pound of butter, "We wil] be happy 
because at last those monsters are 
off of our necks.” 

For the first time since the occu- 
pation, a midnight mass will be 
celebrated. Americans wil] throng 
to Notre Dame and other famous 
cathedrals for the event. 











Russian Relief 


NEW YORK, Dec. 22—The presi- 
dent of the Russian War Relief or- 
ganization, Edward Carter, said yes- 
terday that the Russians had re- 
ceived more than 6,500,000 dollars 
worth of supplies from his agency 
in the three months ending Octo- 
ber 1. The supplies were carried 





by 105 ships. 





Santa With Drawl Brings 
Xmas To Kids At Front 





By Sgt. STAN SWINTON 
Staff Correspondent 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Dec. 22 
—An American Santa Claus has 
come to the mud and misery of the 
Italian front. 

White-bearded and rosy cheeked 
in the best tradition, for the past 
week Santa has walked the streets 
of Loiano, a shell-battered moun- 
tain village less than three miles 
behind the fighting line. 

"Papa Natale! Papa Natale!” the 
children shout at the sound of his 
jingling bells and breathlessly they 
scramble to his side. 

For each Santa Claus has a 
kiss and a piece of chocolate or gum. 

As though the Pied Piper of 
Hamlin had been reborn, a parade 
of children trails him through the 
streets until Santa reaches his 
quarters, bolts the door and becomes 
S-Sgt. Vincent Post of Clarksburg, 
W. Va. 

"Gee, those children are so happy 
they turn this into a real Christmas 
for me too,” the youthful dark- 
haired infantryman explained as he 


removed his Santa mask and strip-, 


ped off the red sash and white 
parka liner. "Strange as it seems, 
the story of Santa Claus in Loiano 
goes all the way back to Corvallis, 


Ore. 

"A girl there—her name was 
Frances Jensen — foresaw what 
Christmas would be like up here 
near the front and mailed three 
Santa costumes to Capt. Henry 
Sigmon, our Special Service officer. 
She asked him to pass them around 
and one came to me. 

"It may seem strange for a man 





in the Army to play Santa Claus, 
but I gave it a lot of thought. 
Loiano is the most advanced village 
in Italy from which civilians have 
not been evacuated. For more than 
two months artillery has _ been 
smashing it. Those Italian children 
deserved a real Christmas as much 
as anyone in the world. Heck, any 
American soldier who'd had a Santa 
suit would have done just what I’ve 
done. All of the fellows chipped 
in their candy rations and stuff 
from home. Pop there—Pvt. Ben- 
jamin Culpan of Pittsburgh, Kansas 
—fills up the bag and helps me 
dress up. 


"The first day it was strange. | 


The war has lasted so long most 
of the little ones don’t remember 
peacetime and a regular Christmas 
even though Papa Natale wears a 
white beard and a red suit just like 
our Santa Claus. When I went out 
on the street they jerked back as 
though they had seen a ghost. 

”You know, that first day I didn’t 
wear gloves. You can see some 
of the finger tips on my right hand 
are missing. Now each day they 
ask to shake hands and feel for 
my short fingers to make sure it 
really is Santa Claus. 

There’s always a smart soldier in 
every town anu Army-wise Sgt. Post 
has developed a sure technique for 
getting rid of GI pests who simper 
up and ask: "And what has Santa 
Claus got for little me?” 

"A can of C rations,” Sgt. Post 
says. "Pop always packs a few in 
the bottom.” 





Halftrack Rescues 
Hospital Personnel 
Trapped By Nazis 


FIRST ARMY HEADQUAR- 
TERS, Dec. 22 (UP)—Two German 
officers had searched an American 
medical clearing station in the 
Belgian province of Malmedy, told 
six nurses they could return to the 
U. S, lines, and were jut about to 
march off with 75 prisoners when 
an American halftrack roared down 
the road. 

An old woman shouted, and the 
two Germans—one a captain and 
the other a lieutenant—ducked be- 
hind the ranks of their prisoners 
for a moment and then ran like 
hell down the road. The halftrack 
rolled up to tell the medics how 
to get back to the American sector. 

"Like a Hollywood western,” said 
Capt. Charles Koepp of Wisconsin. 
"It was a cowboy’s rescue at the 


“last possible moment. 


"With 24 men, I went to the vil- 
lage of Alme on Sunday morning 
to help evacuate a field hospital in 
the path of the German advance,” 
the officer, who commands a med- 
ical collecting company, related. 

"There were five officers, six 
nurses and 50 enlisted men at the 
hospital and before we could get 
out, we were cut off. On Sunday 
evening, a German patrol stopped 
across the street and asked what 
there was inside the building we 
were using, 

”"When told that it was an Amer- 
ican hospital, they went on without 
even looking in on us. About ten 
of the patients were badly in need 
of surgery, so we scrubbed up and 
operated until 3 or 4 AM. then 
turned in and slept. 

"At half past eight on Monday 
morning, just after three ambu- 
lances had rolled up with more 
wounded requiring surgery, a Ger- 
man captain walked in, covering 
all of us with a pistol. The German 
ordered everybody outside, and a 
spunky nurse spoke up: "They can’t 
do that—don’t they know we've got 
work to do?’ But he insisted. 

“The German then told us that 
the six nurses would be permitted 
to remain with one officer and four 
enlisted men. The 75 of us who 
remained, were prisoners, he said, 
and would leave in our own ambu- 
lances and vehicles for a German 
prison camp. 

"And then,” Captain Koepp 
smiled, ’the halftrack rolled up and 
our troubles were over.” 


U. §. Aerial Defense 
Force Established 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 22 (ANS)— 
The establishment of a Continental 
Air Forces headquarters to relieve 
Army Air Force headquarters in 
Washington of some command 
functions, has been announced by 
the War Department. 

The new unit will be located at 
Camp Springs, Md., an Army air- 
field 11 miles southeast of Wash- 
ington. It will be responsible, the 
Department said, for the air de- 
fense of the United States, for joint 
air-ground training and for the or- 
ganization. reorganization and 
training of service and combat per- 
sonnel. 

The Department explained that 
the creation of CAF headquarters 
will transfer “operating features” 
of the Army Air Force headquarters 
into the field, leaving higher-level 
AAF policies and planning in the 
Washington headquarters 

Brig. Gen. Eugene H. Deebe of 
Long Beach, Calif., is acting com- 
manding general. Deebe recently 
returned from the China-Burma- 
India Theater where he was senior 
American air officer on Lord Louis 
Mountbatten’s staff. 


Yuaoslav Troons Fiehting 
In Italy North Of Trieste 


LONDON, Dec. 22 (UP) — Free 
Yugoslav troops have begun "im- 
portant operations” in prewar Ital- 
ian territory where "fierce fichting” 
is in progress in the Vipacco Valley, 
18 miles northeast of Trieste, Mar- 
shal Tito’s communique announced 
today. 

Two hundred enemy troops were 
killed in a battle in the vicinity of 
the town of Gorizia, 20 miles north 
of Trieste 

Additional details of the opera- 
tions were not revealed but the 
Yugoslavs have been operating in 
the area fur some time. 
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| Gi SHOPTALK | 


Distance-champion in the Army’s 
grenade-throwing department, is 
Cpl. Michel Rizzo, an instructor at 
Camp Blanding, Fla. The records 
say that he heaved the “apple” 88 
and one-half yards. 


—o—_- 
Thirty-six hospital ships with 
facilities for 22,000 patients, now 
service t armed forces. The 
average hospital ship has about 
600 beds and is the equivalent of 
a seven to nine-story hospital 
covering a small city block, 
Lan guides giving instruc 
guage ~ 
tions in Cantonese and Malay have 
been issued to American troops. 


——9-———— 
The British bayonet is now a 
seven-inch triangular blade. The 
Russians use a triangular blade 
issued without a scabbard and 
seldom taken from the rifle. 
French bayonets are long, round 
and sharpened to needle point. 
The Germans use a short, flat, 
knife-type bayonet while the 
Japs have a flat, razor-sharp 
item on their rifle. American 
combat units now use a shorter, 
lighter and sturdier bayonet. The 
blade has been shortened siz 
inches, weighs less and can be 
used as a trench knife. 





—_o——_- 
The youngest enlisted man in the 
history of the United States Army 
was John Clem, known as "The 
Drummer Boy of Shiloh” during the 
Civil War. Clem was a drummer 
boy at the age of ten and a sergeant 
when 12 


—o-—— 

A battered piano, the only one 
fn the Marianas, arrived at a 
forward air base there only after 
a hectic experience, The instru- 
ment was bought in Honolulu, 
dismantled and shipped in sec- 
tions. Some of the sections ar- 
rived in small boxes; some, in 
pilots’ pockets. Despite a few 
missing keys and a few warped 
parts, the reassembled piano is 
now banging out hot tunes for 
the boys. 


—o—- 

A total of 3,214 nurses served in 
the Civil War; 24,000 in the first 
World War and 55,000 in World 
War II to date. 


—o— 

Mail censors at a single Pa- 
cific station have counted 112 
different spellings for ” Aleutians” 
from the men assigned there. 
Eighty-seven versions started 
correctly with” A” but got tangled 
up later on. Fourteen began with 
"E,” six with ”’L,” four with "I" 
and at least one with "O.” 


—_—j——_ 
The New York Times is offering 
@ booklet, free of charge, titled "A 
Peace Program for Veterans.” The 
booklet explains the machinery and 
the plans for providing job prefer- 
ences and opportunities for war vet- 
erans. It may be obtained by writ- 
ing to The New York Times, 229 
West 43rd St., New York City. 


RADIO PROGRAM 


AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
STATION 
ROME 
Saturday, Dec. 23 
HIGHLIGHTS 
6:30—Reveille Roundup—News 

10:00—Concert Hall 
10:30—Encore—Kate Smith 
11:00—Yank Swing Session 
12:30—News 

2:00—BBC News 
3:15—Concert Hall of the Air 
5:00—National Barn Dance 
5:30—Atlantic Spotlight 
6:00—News—Music America 
6:30—Guy Lombardo 
7:00—News 

8:00—Basin Street 
8:30—Rudy Vallee 
9:00—Your Hit Parade 
10:00—Eddie Condon 
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LI'L ABNER 
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HE’S HAD 14 GALLONS 
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HIS VEINS 77— 
7 TIMES THE AMOUNT 
HUMAN rte. 
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(courtesy ot NEA) MAJOR HOOPLE courtesy ot xzw By WILLIAMS 





MY SHIRT 
PULLED UP 
AN’ LOOKIT 







HEY! HEY’ 
Wey RY ons 
THIS WAGON? 
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THEM'S TH’ 
LUNCH AT TH 
CAMP 
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TH’ WAGON ME--BURNT ) ( DeserT-- | NExr 3 OF A MAMMOTH 
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EGADNAS, BAXTER! FACT IS, 
FASSTASTIC SUM TO SUPERVISE 
KECONNERSION 


~~ 


TAKE SOME OF THE COCKLE— 


Tt LIKE THAT WORD A 
“FANTASTIC. HOOPLE! ~~ 
IT FITS You LIKE YouR. 
THREE CHINS/—@LIT IF 7 
THIS REALLY IS FAREWELL 
I'M SO HAPPY I COULD 
BREAK OUT WITH A 
SONG, “THE LAST TIME 
I SAW FATHEAD/*, 
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L-LIEUTENANT 
SORENSEN OF 
U.S. MILITARY 
INTELLIGENCE 
—AND HE'S AFTER 
WILLOW BELINDA 2 


WHY, YES, MISS 
CHEDDO...A STORY 









NAMED DUNKAN 

RECENTLY APPEARED 
IN ONE OF THE 
MAGAZINES BACK 
HOME.«- 


















IN 'T MR. DUNKAN MENTIONED 
THAT A Miss WILLOW BELINDA 
HAD BEEN RESCUED FROM 

THE JUNGLE BY AiR COMMANDO 
BY 4 CORRESPONDENT \ FORCES... AN UNCLE OF HERS 


SOME INFLUENCE, 
SINCE MY OFFICE 
INSTEAD OF THE RED 
CROSS, WAS ASKED 

TO FIND THE LADY! 





IN THE UNITED STATES HAD 
HEARD NOTHING OF THE 

BELINDA FAMILY SINCE 
THE JAPS MOVED INTO 

































































$0 YOU SQUIRTS HAVEN'T BEEN 
4 | ACROSS YET, ILL TELL YOU A FEW 
sop | THINGS YOU MAY RUN UP AGAINST, 
aS 
ait 
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1 JUMPED FROM A GLIDER AT 
20,000 FEET OVER ST. LO. 1 HAD 
A GARAND RIFLE IN ONE HAND 
AND A 45 SUBMACHINE GUN IN 
THE OTHER, AND | VYANKED THE 
RIPCORD AT 1500 FEET. 





























































12:00—Sign Off 
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Tulsa's Ellis Jones, 
One-Armed Gridder, 
In Third Bowl Tilt 


TULSA, Okla., Dec. 22 (ANS)—Of 
especial interest to service men who 
have suffered the loss of an arm 
or leg in battle is the fact that 
Ellis Jones, Tulsa guard, will be 

his third bowl 

ear’s Day when the Gol - 
cane plays Tech in the 
Orange Bowl at and he’s been 
without a right arm since he was 
11 years old. Like Pete Gray, Mem- 
phis’ one-armed outfielder who was 
purchased by the St. Louis Browns 
recently, Jones continued playing 
his favorite sport even af 
accident that caused the loss of an 


arm. 

Now a 185-pounder, Jones 
was 11 years old when he fell out of 
an tree and broke his arm. 


RALEIGH, N. C., Dec. 22 (ANS) 
—Head coach Beattie Feathers of 
North Carolina State has an- 
nounced that Al Thomas, his line 
coach, has signed a contract for 
another year. 


CHICAGO, Dec. 22 (ANS)—The 
Western Conference has appointed 
a three-man committee guide 
Big Ten athletics until a successor 
to commissioner John L. Griffith is 
chosen. The new three-member 
commission consists of athletic di- 
rectors I. W. St. John of Ohio State, 
Fritz Crisler of Michigan and Ken- 
neth (Tug) Wilson of Northwestern. 


PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 22 (ANS) 
—Glenn Davis, Army’s All-America 
halfback, has been chosen the foot- 
ball player of the year by the Max- 
well Memorial football committee. 
He will be presented with the Max- 
well Trophy at the annual ban- 
quet here Jan. 18. 


late Czar Elected 
To Hall Of Fame 


NEW YORE, Dec. 22 (ANS)—The 
late Kenesaw Mountain Landis 
high commissioner of organized 
baseball from 1921 to 1944, was 
elected unanimously to membership 
in baseball’s Hall of Fame at Coop- 
erstown, N. Y., yesterday by the 
Hall of Fame committeee in a spe- 
cial meeting. 

Landis is the first nominee to the 
Hall of Fame picked by the per- 
manent. committee appointed Aug. 
4, 1944 by the Major League Ad- 
visory Council and oneing of 
Stephen C. Clark, president of the 
national baseball museum, Coopers- 
town, chairman; Connie Mack, 
president and manager of the Phil- 
adelphia Athletics; Edward G. Bar- 
row, president of the New York 
Yankees; Robert Quinn, president 
of the Boston Braves; Melville 
Webb of the Boston Globe and Sid 
Mercer of the New York Journal 
American. 

The committee also voted unani- 
mously to erect at Cooperstown a 
suitable monument in memory of 
Landis’ valuable service to baseball. 

This committee was appointed 
to designate for the Hall of Fame 
membership those outstanding per- 
sonalities who preceded the year 
1901, also to cooperate with the 
Baseball Writers Association of 
America which ballots on_ those 
who came after that year. 


"Ox" Da Grosa Gets Post 
As Crusaders’ Grid Tutor 


WORCESTER, Mass., Dec. 22 
(ANS)—John (Ox) Da Grosa, for- 
mer Colgate All America and as- 
sistant coach with Georgetown, 
Temple and the Philadelphia 
Eagles, was appointed head foot- 
ball coach at Holy Cross today to 
‘he Seuigued Int might to apvens 

evi 
his full 
ness 


e to his war plant busi- 


Da Grosa, as assistant to Scan- 
lan, acted as the Crusaders’ head 
coach several times during the past 
season while Scanlan was away at 
his business. Da Grosa played cen- 
ter, guard, tackle and fullback at 
Colgate and is now a lawyer. 


Hagg Freed 
STOCKHOLM, Sweden, Dec. 22 
(ANS)—Gunder Hagg is a free man 
» having been released from 
the pokey where the Swedish Army 
authorities put him for five days 





HEAD U. S. SPORT POLLS 


Don Hutson (left) made the AP Pro All-America for the sev- 
enth straight year. Frankie Parker, National Amateur Tennis 
singles champ, topped the 1944 U. S. Lawn Tennis ratings. 
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Hutson On Pro All-America 
7th Year; Parker Tops Tennis 





NEW YORK, Dec. 22 (ANS)— 
Five National League football play- 
ers were selected unanimously by 
the sports writers voting in the 
annual Associated Press All-Amer- 
ica poll. Don Hutson, famous Green 
Bay end, made the team for his 
seventh straight year. 

Players making the team for the 
second time were Clyde (Bulldog) 
Turner, Bears center; Frank 
(Bruiser) Kinard, Brooklyn tackle; 
Frankie Sinkwich, Detroit halfback, 
and Len Younce, Giants guard. 

Hutson and Turner were unani- 
mous choices in ’43 and Hutson was 
picked by everyone in ’42. Turner 
‘thas been all-league center two 
straight years, replacing Mel Hein 
of the Giants in ’42. 

The team: Ends, Don Hutson, 
Green Bay, and Joe Aguirre, Wash- 
ington; tackles, Frank Kinard, 
Brooklyn, and Al Wistert, Phila- 
delphia; guards, Len Younce, New 
York, and y= | Matheson, Cleve- 
land; center, Clyde Turner, Bears; 
quarterback, Sid Luckman, Bears; 
halfbacks, Frankie Sinkwich, De- 
troit, Steve Van Buren, Philadel- 
phia; fullback, Bill Paschal, New 
York. 


NEW .YORK, Dec. 22 (ANS)— 
Frankie Parker, National Amateur 
Tennis Singles champion topped 
the 1944 ratings, it was announced 
today, but it won’t be official until 
approved by the United States Lawn 
Tennis Association, which meets 
next January 20th. 

Pauline Betz, National Woman's 
Singles champ, was again ranked 
No. 1 among the ladies. Parker, now 
a sergeant stationed at Muroc Field, 
Calif., moved from eighth to the 
top spot as a result of a long-sought 
victory last summer in the Nationa) 
Championships. 

Billy Talbert of Indianapolis, who 
bowed to the erstwhile Boy Wonder 
in the finals, moved from fourth to 
second while Francisco (Pancho) 
Segura, Ecuadorian two-handed 
swinger, remained third. 

Four formerly unseeded players 


CELEBRATES 
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Mack marks his 82nd 


Connie 

birthday today, and unlike 
those of so many his age, his 
thoughts and plans are con- 








centrated on the future. 


moved into the first ten: Lt. Don 
McNeill of Norfolk, Va., fourth, 
Frank Jossi of San Francisco, sev- 
enth, and Jack McManis and Gil- 
bert Hall, both of New York, eighth 
and ninth respectively. 

Lt. Seymour Greenberg of Chi- 
cago retained his fifth spot, Air 
Cadet Bob Falkenburg advanced 
from seventh to sixth and Charlie 
Oliver of Perth Amboy, N. J., rose 
from 12th to eighth. 

Miss Betz was tops among the 
women for the third straight year. 
The remaining women in the first 
ten are: Margaret Osborne, San 
Francisco; Louise Brough, Beverly 
Hills, Calif.; Dorothy Bundy. Santa 
Monica, Calif.; Mary Arnold, Los 
Angeles; Doris Hart, Miami, Fla.; 
Virginia Kovacs, San Francisco; 
Shirley Fry, Akron, Ohio; Patricia 
Todd, Hidden Valley, Calif., and 
Dorothy Head, Alameda, Calif. 


Rangers Lose Again 


To Red Wings, 11-3} 


DETROIT. Mich., Dec. 22 (ANS) 
—The Detroit Red Wings defeated 
the New York Rangers 11-3 here 
last night before a slim crowd of 
7,000. Flash Hollett, Red Wing de- 
fenseman, turned the hat trick as 
his mates rolled up the biggest vic- 
tory margin of the current Na- 
tional Hockey League campaign. 

Mud Bruneteau scored twice in 
the first period, Hollett once and 
Don Grosso once. Grant Warwick 
scored for the Rangers. 

In the second period, Detroit 
scored five times, including two 
goals by Hollett. Steve Wochy also 
turned in two goals for the Wings, 
one in the second and another in 
the third period. 

Fred Thurier and Ab DeMarco 
provided the final Ranger scores in 
the last period while Detroit was 
scoring twice. The Rangers haven't 
won in Detroit since Christmas 
night, 1942. 

HOCKEY STANDINGS 
Ww L Ff. Pe 


Montreal 13 a 2 28 
Detroit 11 5 3 25 
Toronto 10 6 2 
Boston 4 ll 1 17 
New York 3 11 . 10: 
Chicago 3 ll 2 8 


Don's Latest Refirement 
Proves To Be Shortest 


GREEN BAY, Wis., Dec. 22 (ANS) 
—Don Hutson’s fourth annual re- 
tirement proved to be his shortest. 


. | The Green Bay end, who holds more 


records than any player in the 25- 
year history of the National Foot- 
ball ue, announced his retire- 
ment Sunday, but said last night 
that he would return to the football 
— next year if the Packers want 


"If the Packers get any new 
material or former players dis- 
charged from the services to help 
defend the title we won Sunday at 
New York, I won’t play next Fall. 
If they need me, I probably will 
play,” Hutson said. 

Hutson signed this year as as- 
Sistant, coach, but played in every 
game, boosting the records he had 
established in nine previous seasons. 

"IT haven't definitely retired,” 
Hutson emphasized, "but I will if 
conditions permit.” 


Wacs Add Glamor 
To Spaghetti Bowl 





spur them on. 








Twins Prove Terrific 
On Basketball Court 


ARTHUR, IIL, Dec. 22 (ANS)— 
Harold and Gerald Anderson, 
twin brothers on the Arthur high 
school basketball team, scored 96 
points between them as their 
team defeated Arcola, 120-12, last 
night. 

Gerald threw in 24 field goals 
and four free throws for 52 points 
while the Arcola quintet held 
Harold to a mere 44 points. 

Their dad, formerly princina! of 
the Arthur high school, didn’t 
see the game—he is in the Army. 


Tennessee Arrives 
For Rose Bowl Tilt 


PASADENA, Calif., Dec. 22 (ANS) 
—The Tennessee Football Team ar- 
rived here yesterday and went right 
to work in preparation for the Rose 
Bowl game on Jan. 1 against South- 
ern California. 


The Volunteers went through a 
hard two-hour drill and Coach John 
Barnhill said he intended to work 
his charges out twice daily to make 
up for time lost due to inclement 
weather. 

"A few days of this is what we 
need most,” Barnhill smiled, as the 
well known California sun beat 
down on his squad. Meanwhile the 
Trojan coach, Jeff Cravath, was 
experimenting with his line, mov- 
ing tackles to guard spots and vice 
versa in order to put up the strong- 
est defense possible against the 
hard-charging Tennessee wall 

Cravath warned his team that 
Tennessee would have the strongest 
college line they have faced this 
season. 


Donovan Referees 
Gls’ Aleutian Bouts 


NEW YORK, Dec. 22 (ANS)— 
Arthur Donovan, well known boxing 
referee and instructor at the New 
York Athletic Club, has returned to 
New York after refereeing the Aleu- 
tian Boxing Championships last 
month on Adak Is'and and the 
Alaskan Denartment Champion- 
shins early this month. 

Soldiers and sailors from the 
Aleutians won all the titles in the 
4laskan Chamnionships and Dono- 
ran was greatly imvoressed by T-4 
Willie Brown, a San Francisco 











22 | Negro who took the heavyweight 


title, Pfc. Dale Maloney, Seattle 
middleweight, and Pvt. George 
Holly, Toledo welterweight. No pro- 
fessionals were permitted to parti- 
cipate in the tourney. 

More than 9,000 service men wit- 
nessed the finals at Fort Richard- 
son, Alaska. Donovan praised the 
physical condition of the boxers, 
despite the fact that there was no 
time allotted for training. 

Athletic facilities in the Aleutians 
are being expanded, especially on 
Adak; where a huge gymnasium is 
being built, complete with alleys and 
six basketball courts. 

The tournament winners received 
leave, with expenses paid, at Mt. 
McKinley Park, Alaska. 


e . 
Tinker Seriously III 
ORLANDO, Fla., Dec. 22 ‘(ANS)— 
Joe Tinker, famous Chicago Cub 
shortstop of generations ago and a 
member of the famous Tinker-to- 
Evers-to-Chance doubleplay com- 


4 bination, was admitted to Orange 


General Hospital wst night suffer- 
ing from a combination of diabetes 
and high-biood pressure and was 
described tonight as in "only fair 
condition.” 








5th Army And 12th AAF Teams Will Each 
Have Queen And Femme Cheer Leaders 


SOMEWHERE IN ITALY, Dec. 22—The hetti Bowl foot- 
ball classic on New Year’s Day for the pm ben ween A of GIs in 
Italy was infused with a touch of glamor late yesterday when 
it was announced that the opposing 5th Army and 12th AAF 
gridders would be sponsored by "Spaghetti Bowl Queens” and 
that rooters for both teams would have Wac cheerleaders to 


It also was announced that four officials had been chosen, 
two from 5th Army units and two from 12th AAF outfits. They 
+include Lt. Col. John Carriker, a 


former West Pointer who rill 
serve as field judge; Maj. Roy 
Pille, ex-University of Indiana 
player, referee; Maj. Thomas C. 
Smith, a guard at the University of 
Tennessee for three years, head 
linesman, aii Set. William J. 
O'Donnell, a quarterback at the 
Trenton, N. J., Teachers College. 

The first two are from the 85th 
Division, while Major Smith is from 
air force headquarters and O'Don- 
nel] is attached to an air force MP 
unit. 

GAM DEPARTMENT 


Spaghetti Bow] Queen for the 5th 
Army is T-5 Stella Dera of Char- 
leroi, Pa., and representine the 
"Bridgebusters” in the shoapcly gam 
department will be Pvt. Frances 
Maher of Detroit. 

Enhancing the scenery at the 
bowl, the location of which must 
remain a mystery until the game 
is over, will be a continzent of Wac 
cheerleaders. Exercisine their soft 
vocal chords for the Army mud- 
busters will be T-4 Eunice Onsrud 
of Madison, Wis.;: Set. Eleanora 
Johnson of Columbus. Ohio: T-5 
Jean Fuller of Ross, Calif.. and Pfc. 
Eugenia Zientek of Buffalo, N. Y. 
They will be assisted by T-5 Milton 
Sklansky of Chicago. 

Heading the rah-rah section for 
the airmen will be Pfc. Dorothy 
Wood of Phoenix, Ariz.: Pfe. Pran- 
ces Rudman of St. Lonis, Mo.: Pvt. 
Emilv Bloom of Shickrhinyv, Pa., 
and Pvt. Lenore Pinio of Chicago. 


Meanwhile, coaches for both 
teams were noncommittal about 
their respective chances. A'l Major 


Georee A Miller of the Air Force 
wonld say was: 
PLENTY OF SPIRIT 

"We have a fine group of boys 
with plenty of spirit and determina- 
tion. We are being hampered by 
some inturies, but we are making 
every effort to keep 11 men on the 
field at al! times of whom the 12th 
Air Force fans may be proud” 

He also said that he has sched- 
uled bleckooard drills for the eve- 
nines, since evidently he is net en- 
tirely satisfied with the pmrogress 
being made on the field during the 
afternoons. 

Coach Capt. Louis J. Bush of the 
ground forces was just as unwilling 
as Miller to stick his neck out. Aside 
from the remark that his boys were 
hard at work and were bevinning 
to shape un, his only comment was: 

“We'll do the best we can.” 


96 Horses Nominated 
For Santa Anita Cap 


LOS ANGELES, Dec. 22 (ANS)— 
Ninety-six horses have been named 
for the 100,000 dollar added Santa 
Anita Handicap, the world’s richest 
race, which will be run at Santa 
Anita Mar. 3. Among those nomin- 
ated are 58 stake race winners from 
every major track in the country. 

Happy Issue, winner of the 7,500 
dollar Gold Cup; First Fiddle, one 
of the best handicap horses of 1944; 
Whirlabout, second ranking filly of 
1944: Georgie Drum, upset winner 
of the 50 grand Stars and Stripes 
Handicap at Chicago; Bounding 
Home, victor over Pensive and Pa- 
perboy in the Narragansett Special, 
and first in the Saratoga Handicap 
and the American Handicap, are 
among those nominated. 


Seabiscuit’s Old Rider 
Injured In Florida Spill 


HOLLANDALE, Fla., Dee. 22 
(ANS)—Jockey John "Red” Pol- 
lard. former rider of Seabiscuit, was 
rushed to Hollywood Hospital in 
sericus condition today after a spill 
in the first race at Gul’stream Park. 

The 36-year-old rider was aboard 
Good Ante when the iorse stum- 
bled entering the clubhouse turn. 
E. Barber, aboard Count Nacural 
ana C. Chaffin on Yarn Spinner 
were thrown when their mounts 
stumbled over the fallen Good Ante, 
but neither boy was hurt. 
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Calls Upon Troops 
To Make Supreme 
Effort For Victory 


(Continued from page 1) 


being played largely to his tune.” 

Only on the southern flank in 
Luxembourg and on the Malmedy 
and Stavelot front in the north 
had the German advance been 
halted. 

The vital Liege-Arlon highway 
connecting with the great port of 
Antwerp had been cut at Webo- 
mont, 32 miles from the enemy’s 
jump-off point. A second drive, 
described by the Associated Press 
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as equally menacing, swung south- 
westward and rumbled _three-| 
fourths of the way across Luxem- | 
bourg to a point within 48 miles! 
from Sedan at the French frontier. | 
Forward elements of enemy troops | 
were reported ten miles from the| 
key Belgian road center of Bas-| 
togne. 

The weather continued to favor 
the Nazis as low hanging fog nul- 
lified Allied air superiority. 

A United Press dispatch from U. 
S. 9th Army headquarters said that 
the German offensive "should not 
have been as much of a surprise 
as it was. Intelligence undoubtedly 
knew of the massed German 
strength opposite the ist Army.” 
It had been known for weeks that 
a@ move of a decisive nature could 
be anticipated in the area opposite 
Lt. Gen. Omar N. Bradley’s 12th 
Army Group where General Eisen- 
hower envisioned the battle for 
Germany proper would be fought 
west of the Rhine. 

"During the weeks of preparation 
for the present drive,” the United 
Press dispatch continued, "Field 
Marshal von Rundstedt put into 
the foreground the hastily mus- 
tered Volkssturm (people’s army), 
but as days passed the Americans 
discovered they were capturing only 
a few members of the Volkssturm, 
while the caliber of the German 
soldier increased steadily.” 

An Associated Press dispatch de- 
clared that there are "undoubtedly 
multiple reasons for the American 
setback, but it is not due to any 
shortage of men or material in 
the broad sense. The Allies have 
a@ superiority in men and materials 
and no instance has come to light 
to date where any particular unit’s 
defeat was caused by running out 
of ammunition or unit personnel 
shortage. 

"The Germans had superiority at 
the point of attack and picked 
their plans for the assault with 
care and cunning,” the dispatch 
concluded. 


Sicily, Sardinia To Get 
More Regional Autonomy 


ROME, Dec. 22—Extension of re- 
gional autonomy in Sicily and Sar- 
dinia has been decreed by the Ital- 
ian cabinet, the Undersecretary for 
Press and Information announced 
yesterday. 

The measures aim at widening 
the power of the High Commission- 
ers of both islands and at setting 
up consultative bodies with the dual 
functions of aiding the Commis- 
sioners and transmitting the wishes 
of the people on questions of au- 
tonomy and local government. 














SOVIET WINTER 
(Continued from page 1) 








or since then some word has come 
to the Allies from Moscow. 

The date and place of the pro- 
jected offensive remained a mili- 
tary secret. The most fruitful lo- 
cation for a Russian attack ap- 
peared to be the Polish plain ex- 
tending directly into Germany. It 
is already one month later than 
the start of the great 1942 Russian 
winter offensive from Stalingrad 
—a delay explained by the fact 
that the Polish plains freeze later 
than the Russian steppes. 

The lineup of the Russian armies 
has been a mystery since last sum- 
mer when three Baltic Armies, 
three White Russian Armies, and 
four Ukrainian Armies, extending 
north to south, were in action. 

The forthcoming winter offen- 
Sive, judging by previous actions, 
will involve probably three Army 
groups for the original break- 
through with an expanding move- 
ment bringing in up to six Army 
groups. 

The promised offensive will an- 
Swer recent demands from the 
United States for Russian action 
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German armored and armored-infantry forces increased their 
Belgium-Luxembourg bulge today and threatened Allied sup- 
ply lines to the Ist Army front as General Dwight D. Eisen- 


hower, Supreme Allied Commander, in an Order of the Day 


called on Allied troops 


to "destroy the enemy.” 





Newspaper Headlines Black 
On German Offensive Story 





NEW YORK, Dec. 22 — Black 
headlines—most of them two inches 
high, some even bigger—startled 
the nation’s readers today with the 
news that the German offensive 
was still rolling on the western 
front. 

Though some edilors appeared 
still trying to put the best face on 
things, most seemed to have de- 
cided that the best policy would be 
to give it to the readers right be- 
tween the eyes. 

Some headlines approached the 
story from the angle of the New 
York World-Telegram’s main ban- 
ner which read: "Yank Rally Slows 
Nazis,” but many more went along 
with the New York Post’s: "Great- 
est Battle of the War,” and the New 
York Sun’s eight-column wide: 
"Nazis Still Gain.” 

The World-Telegram, tempering 
the main banner, splashed a strong- 
ly-worded Paris dispatch from 
United Press writer James Mc- 
Glincy across six columns of page 
one in a two column measure. 

This was headed: "The Nazis 
gained more in their three-day 
drive than the Allies had won in 
three months.” 

Outside New York many morning 

Papers wrote headlines along the 
same idea as the Detroit Free Press: 
"Nazi Drive Grows In Fury; 45 
Mile Gap Torn in United States 
Lines.” 
The morning New York Times’ 
eight column banner said: "The 
Nazi Push Mounts In Power, 13 
Divisions Used,” and the Herald 
Tribune’s read: "Second German 
Wave Attacks U. S. First Army, 13 
Division Offensive Rolls On In 
Belgium.” 

The Daily News bannered: "Nazis 
Step Up Offensive.” Here is a sam- 
ple of other leading morning pa- 
pers: Buffalo Evening News: "Nazis 
Gaining In Luxembourg; U. S. Loss 
Worst Since Bataan.” (biggest type 
in bank); Chicago Sun: ’Yanks Hit 
Back But Nazis Hurl 600 Tanks, 
150,000 Men In Battle.” 

Detroit News: ”Nazi. Push Slack- 
ens (180 point type); Chicago Tri- 
bune: "New German Drive Deepens 
Penetrations Into First Army 
Front”; St. Paul Pioneer Press: 





Foreign Minister Pledges 
Czech Loyalty To Russia 


LONDON, Dec.: 22 — Czechoslo- 
vakia "stands loyally” by the So- 
viet Union and shall so stand in any 
circumstances,” whatever changes 
or developments may occur in the 
“international constellation,” Dr. 
Hubert Ripka, Acting Czechoslovak 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, an- 
nounced last night. 

"We believe the mighty Soviet 
Union will always have full and 
true understanding of the needs and 
interests of Czechoslovakia, which, 
though not great, has an impor- 
tant position in Europe,” the official 








reminiscent of the 1942 clamor in 
Moscow for a "second front.” 





said in a broadcast to Czechoslo- 


By Army News Service 


"Yanks Suffer Their Worst Losses 
Of War And Inflict Heaviest”; In- 
dianapolis Star: "Nazi Offensive 
Grows In Fury”; Cleveland Plain 
Dealer subhead: "Reveal Consid- 
erable Enemy Progress With More 
To Be Expected.” 

Wyoming State Tribune, Chey- 
enne: "Eisenhower Timetable 
Wrecked As Nazis Plunge Deeper 
Into 1st Army Lines”; Fort Worth 
Star Telegram: "Germans Slash 
Through Broken American Lines”; 
St. Louis Globe Democrat: "Tanks 
Swarming Through Breach in U. S. 
Lines”; Philadelphia Bulletin: ”U.S. 
Troops Giving And Taking Their 
Heaviest Losses.” 


Gen. Gruenther Awarded 
Knight Of Malta Cross 


ADVANCED ALLIED FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 22—The 
Cross of the Sovereign Military Or- 
der of the Knights of Malta was 
awarded yesterday to Maj. Gen. Al- 
fred M. Gruenther, Chief of Staff 
of the 15th Army Group and Com- 
modore Humbert W. Ziroli, senior 
U. S. Naval liaison officer in Italy. 

The awards were made in the 
Palace of Malta by Prince Fra Lu- 
dovico Chigi Albabi, Grand Master 
- hog Order of the Knights of 

alta. 
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(Continued from page 1) 








the enemy to withdraw from this 
stubbornly-held knot in his Lamone 
defenses. Eighth Army troops en- 
tered the town from the northeast 


stores of booty and equipment. 
German positions south of Bag- 


of Faenza have loosened consider- 
ably, with the Krauts pulling back 


Senio River line. 

On the 5th Army front, Allied 
patrols continued to probe enemy 
positions yesterday, with little 
change reported in front-line dispo- 
sitions. Both German and Allied pa- 
trols were particularly active along 
the right flank of the line, in the 
Tossignano area. 

Enemy aircraft, in a few sporadic 
air attacks, dropped bombs in rear 
areas Wednesday night. No damage 
or casualties were reported. 


Death Of Fascist 


LONDON, Dec. 22—The death in 
an unspecified accident of Roberto 
Farinacci, one of Mussolini’s clos- 
est collaborators, was reported by 
the Berlin Radio today. Former 
Secretary-General of the Fascist 
party, Farinacci was a member of 
the Fascist Grand Council from 





vakia from London, 


. 


1935 till its dissolution in 1943. 


yesterday morning and found large| } 
nacavallo and north and northeast | } 


in the general direction of their | 








Fall In, Bud, Your 
Excuse Is Too Corny 


near Nicholasville, Ky., and had 
been "out of touch with things.” 








Best Of Manpower 
Going To Infantry 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 22 (ANS)— 
The infantry today is well past its 
stepchild days, and now is getting 
not only most but the best of man- 
power, according to Lt. Gen. Ben 
Lear, commander of the Army 
Ground Forces. The new "Profile 
System” of assigning draftees is 
credited. 

The Army, seeking to meet chang- 
ing conditions as the war swells 
into a full offensive stage, put aside 
several months ago the original sys- 
tem of suppl 
men almost entirely on a numerical 
basis. 


The new system classifies men 
both on physical condition and men- 
tal coordination, a "profile” of gen- 
eral adaptabilities for combatant 
and non-combatant service. 

General Lear said in an inter- 
view that a "high percentage of top 
refills go into the ground forces 
today, most into the infantry.” The 
reason is that under the principle 
of first things first, it was necessary 
to place air forces into operation 
ahead of large masses of men on 
the ground who must fight for the 
final decision. Now that it has ar- 
rived at the stage of the final 
phase, the infantry is getting the 
preference. 


For Late News On Crisis 
Just Pick Up Your Phone 


ATHENS, Dec. 22 (UP)—Dial 14 
when you're in Athens and you get 
the crisis straight out of the horse’s 
mouth. 

Phone subscribers used to dial 14 
to get the correct time, but begin- 
ning today, 14 will bring them a 
recording made by the Allied In- 
formation Service about the Greek 
crisis. 

It was felt necessary to do this 
to curtail rumors. 

The number can be dialed by 
subscribers in the ELAS-held part 


ground forces with in 


TS 


Soviet Troops Open 
Two Major Drives 
In Hungary, Latvia 


(Continued from page 1) 
tain fastnesses where the defeated 
refuge 


Patriots took two months 


ago. 

The Germans admitted alarm 
over the resumption of Soviet pres. 
sure on the west side.of the Danube 
in the vitally strategic zone between 
Budapest and Lake Balaton. Tol- 
bukhin paused here early in De- 
cember in order to build up a 
striking force whose next assign- 
ment would be to blast through the 
German flank riveted on the fort- 
ress position of Szekesfehervar. 

Russian reports were lacking on 
the Tolbukhin-Malinovsky gigantic 
pincers movement against Buda- 
pest from Danubian bridgehead 
bases north and south of the city. 
But with the German line broken 
in southern Slovakia and with the 
powerful Russian thrust continuing 
in the direction of Bratislava and 
Vienna, the moment seemed ripe 
for a new blow in the Budapest 
area. 





LONDON, Dec. 22 (UP)—A DNB 
broadcast said today that activity 
in East Prussia yesterday increased 
in intensity, simultaneously with 
the J gd of the winter offensive 


“~ major Soviet reconnoitering 
formation, after a preparatory ar- 
tillery barrage, pro’ in the di- 
rection of the German positions 
west of Suvalki, south of Stallv- 

med and at Pillkalen, trying to 
ind the weak spots in the German 
defense line. 


Paris Alerts For Spies 
Wearing Allied Uniforms 


PARIS, Dec. 22—Large areas of 
France including Paris were on the 
alert last night as it was officially 
reported that some German soldiers, 
wearing American and _ British 
uniforms and using American 
equipment, have made their first 
appearance. 

Police stopped thousands in the 
French capital’s streets to check 
identity and the French radio sent 
out warnings to guard against Ger- 
mans who had infiltrated through 
Allied lines wearing Allied uniforms. 


Monnet In U. S. 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 22 — Jean 
Monnet, French Commissioner at 
Large, arrived here yesterday for 
discussions with Secretary of State 
Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., Reuter’s 
reported. Monnet is expected to see 
Lend Lease officials to obtain more 
supplies to assist in enlarging the 





of the capital. 


French war effort. 








con, Ga., 
Ist Army front. 


A tired, unshaven doughboy, Pvt. Thomas W. Gilgore of Ma- 
takes a breather after a furious battle on the 





(Photo through PWB) 
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